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>> For further info please visit 

council’s website or call 

1300 MACKAY.

Mackay Mayor Col Meng said the fi nancial plan of this 

council is to set a platform which ensures the long term 

sustainability of the region, while keeping rates and 

charges as low as possible.

“We made a commitment to review what we do and how 

we do things and as a result, this budget helps manage 

the cost of living and provides for the long term future of 

our region,” he said.

Council has allocated $119.8 million to capital works, 

which includes $34 million for improvements to roads 

and drainage infrastructure across the region. A further 

$118 million has been set aside to repair fl ood damaged 

roads, thanks to funding from the State Government.

Cr Meng said the “Rebuilding our Roads” initiative is 

the top priority for council and will generate jobs and 

signifi cantly boost the local economy.

Finance portfolio councillor Darryl Camilleri said council 

had reshaped its 10 year Long Term Financial Plan, 

which provides a blueprint of the estimated future 

fi nancial position and maintains modest rate rises over 

the next decade.

“Last year’s 10 year modelling had to cope with 

signifi cant loss of state subsidies which foreshadowed 

annual rate rises in the vicinity of 10 per cent. By 

achieving operational effi ciencies and reprioritising our 

capital works program we were able to deliver a modest 

rate increase.”

School 
Holiday Fun!
Keep the kids entertained these school 

holidays at council facilities.

Lots of fun and wizardly magic awaits 

children at the Sarina Library on Friday, 

July 1 from 10am to 11am. Kids can 

make a pencil broom, design their own 

marvellous wizard’s hat and create a 

secret wizard box to hold their treasures. 

This session is for children from Prep 

to Year 7 and parental supervision is 

required. Bookings are essential; phone 

the Sarina library on 4961 9297 to 

secure your spot today. Cost is Free.

Artspace-to-go will be at the Sarina Art 

Gallery on Thursday, July 7 from 10am 

to 12noon and 1pm to 3pm holding 

creative art workshops for children aged 

eight to 12 years. Artist Sue Paton, 

will focus on recycling and re-using 

materials to make great art! Cost $20 

per child, $10 per subsequent children, 

materials are provided. Bookings are 

essential, phone 4961 9722.

> For details on school holiday 

activities visit council’s website.

Awaken your senses and experience 

never before seen talent, local, national 

and international acts right at your 

doorstep.

The 16 day Mackay Region Festival of 

Arts, themed Light and Water is fi lled 

with awe-inspiring talent, comedy, 

music, theatre, dance and art and will be 

showcased throughout Mackay, Sarina 

and the Pioneer Valley from July 9 to 24, 

to light up your life.

Shows not to be missed include the 

biggest multicultural event - Songs for 
Sarina at Grasstree Beach on Sunday, 

July 17, Sarina High School Student 
Exhibition at the Sarina Art Gallery from 

July 13-22 and the G&S Engineering 
Wine and Food Day at Queens Park on 

Saturday, July 23.

Did you 
know? 
Council is developing 
a new planning 
scheme for the entire 
region, called the 
Mackay 200k Planning 
Scheme. Register 
on council’s website 
for regular updates.

Budget 
delivers for 
community
Council has eased the cost of living 

pressures on local households by 

delivering a modest rate increase in the 

2011-2012 Mackay Regional Council 

budget, to be handed down today.

Changes have been made to weekend 

hours at the Memorial Swim Centre and 

Artspace as part of council’s ongoing 

commitment to achieve operational 

effi ciencies.

Artspace, which had averaged about 

30 visitors on a Sunday, will now open 

Tuesday to Saturday as from July 1 - the 

hours are in line with the operation of 

Foodspace Cafe.

The facility will still be available for hire 

or special community functions.

From September, the Memorial Swim 

Centre will become a Monday to Friday 

operation.

The Pioneer Swim Centre will continue 

to open on weekends along with the 

Bluewater Lagoon.

Residents who use a home dialysis 

machine will now be able to claim some 

relief on water charges thanks to a new 

policy adopted by council.

The policy, titled Exceptional 

Circumstances, will provide fi nancial 

relief to residents faced with exceptional 

circumstances beyond their control. 

Water and Wastewater portfolio 

councillor Deirdre Comerford said that 

council recognises that there are certain 

groups of residents that face exceptional 

circumstances and its council’s obligation 

to provide some relief in these situations.

“Residents on dialysis machines have a 

need to use more water resulting in them 

having to bear a higher level of water 

charges – this is where the new policy 

comes in,” she said.

“Under the policy these residents are 

now exempt from tier two water charges, 

providing them with some fi nancial relief.”

To claim the fi nancial relief, you need a 

certifi cate from your doctor confi rming 

your need for a home dialysis machine.

>To fi nd out more, please contact 

council.
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Operational changes

>>  For information on the 2011-2012 budget, 

please visit council’s website.

Water charges 
relief>

>> Your guide to all the 2011 

Festival of Arts action is 

available online at 

www.festivalmackay.org.au


