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Groove along to global
sounds at 2015 festival
Headline music acts, international flavours and new, free
multicultural workshops features of popular annual event

English joins party

Take pride in business facades

eligible for funding up to 
$2000, depending on the 
amount being spent by the 
owner. Works over $10,000 
are eligible for up to $3000.

The Mackay Pride Facade 
Improvement Scheme, based 
on the City Centre initiative, 
is also open. It provides the 
same incentives in Sarina, 

APPLICATIONS are open 
for two schemes to assist 
commercial property owners 
to take pride in their facades.

One is round two of the City 
Centre Facade Improvement 
Scheme.

Cr Greg Martin, Tourism 
and Economic Development 
portfolio councillor, said the 
success of round one of the 
scheme was evident.

“The improvement in building 
facades is on show and 
complements the City Centre 
revitalisation works,’’ he said.

“Round one was for 
businesses in the revitalisation 
project area, with $54,000 of 
funding from the City Centre 
levy resulting in more than 
$410,000 in works.”

Round two is for buildings 
facing Sydney Street, 
between River and Gordon 
streets, and Victoria Street, 
from Sydney to Brisbane 
streets.

Works under $10,000 are 

Mirani, Pioneer Valley, 
Walkerston, Calen, Evans 
Avenue in North Mackay, 
West Mackay Fourways and 
the Northern Beaches.

This Mackay Pride scheme 
is funded as an economic 
stimulus measure and was 
announced in council’s 2015-
16 budget.

MACKAY farmers no 
longer have to store empty 
sugarcane fertiliser bags in 
their shed.

They can drop off their used 
fertiliser bags at council’s 
waste disposal facilities for 
free until mid-December 
as part of a trial recycling 
program by Farm Waste 
Recovery.

The drop-off points include: 
Bloomsbury Transfer Station; 
Kolijo Transfer Station;  
Seaforth Transfer Station; 
Paget Waste Transfer Station; 
Gargett Transfer Station; and 
Sarina Transfer Station.

Farmers are asked to roll up, 
tie off and deliver their used 
bags to the drop off locations. 

The bags will be recycled and 
turned into alternative plastic 
products. 

JON English and band have 
been confirmed to headline 
the free New Year’s Eve River 
Party at Bluewater Quay.  

Jon English has had a long 
and successful career and is 
best known for a string of hit 
singles, including Six Ribbons 
and Turn the Page, as well as 
starring roles in The Pirates of 
Penzance and Jesus Christ 
Superstar.    

The party to farewell 2015 
and herald in 2016 will also 
include food, market and 
amusement stalls, other live 
entertainment, with fireworks 
displays at 9pm and midnight.

Festival, Events and The Arts 
portfolio councillor Chris 
Bonanno said Jon English 
was sure to entertain and 
would have crowds rocking 
the night away.

Grants on offer

>>  For a full Global Grooves program and list of performers, go online at mackay.qld.gov.au/globalgrooves

Experts share
GLOBAL Grooves’ headline 
act Mzaza will be sharing 
some of their international 
musical influences at a pair of 
workshops this Friday. The first 
workshop is with the music 
students at Mackay State High 
School at 3pm, where Mzaza 
will be teaching a Macedonian 
circle dance tune.  The second 
workshop is at 5pm on the 
same day in the CWA Hall 
with Margaret Ross’s Choir of 
Unheard Voices.  The choir will 
be learning a Bulgarian song, 
and a French pop song from 
the 60s.  Participants from both 
workshops will be invited to 
join Mzaza on stage to perform 
during their Global Grooves set 
on Saturday.   

Recycling
trial wants
farm bags

>>  For other events coming up go to mackayecc.com.au

Pool fencing must
measure up to law

APPLICATIONS for council’s 
Christmas Grant Program 
close this Friday. The grants 
provide up to $750 cash 
assistance to community 
groups to put towards the costs 
of organising a Christmas event 
for the community. Email your 
application to council@mackay.
qld.gov.au.

Food for fines
MACKAY Regional Council 
Libraries are swapping your 
overdue fines for food items 
through the festive season. 
The Food for Fines program 
started in 1994 and last 
year’s program was the most 
successful to date, with more 
than eight trolley-loads of food 
donated and $7757 of fines 
waived.  This year’s program 
starts on Monday, November 9. 
Library users are encouraged 
to clear their accounts while 
helping those in need in the 
community by bringing in-date, 
non-perishable food items to 
any of the region’s libraries. All 
items are donated to St Vincent 
de Paul and St Paul’s Uniting 
Church for distribution. The 
program closes December 12.

Get ready at Cyclone Saturday
A CLOSE call when Cyclone 
Marcia escalated from 
a category two storm to 
category five within hours 
and just missed Mackay last 
season shows how rapidly 
things can change when a 
natural disaster threatens.

“I have been in emergency 
management for many years 
and have never seen a 
cyclone’s severity escalate 
to that extent in such a short 
time frame,’’ said council’s 
Emergency Management 
Coordinator Anthony Lee.

“We were extremely fortunate 
it struck south of us but our 

neighbours in Yeppoon and 
Rockhampton weren’t as 
lucky,’’ Mr Lee said.

“Residents should be 
preparing for cyclone season 
now, so if one does threaten 
they will have everything in 
place and be ready for an 
emergency,’’ he said.

Cyclone Saturday at 
Caneland Central from 8am 
to 1pm this Saturday is a 
perfect chance for residents 
to ensure they are prepared.

Mayor Deirdre Comerford, 
Emergency Management 
portfolio councillor, said the 

annual event meant disaster 
management experts were 
in the one spot at the same 
time to answer questions.

“Come along and find out 
how to prepare yourself, your 
family, your pets and property 
for natural disasters,’’ she 
said. “It is too late to be 
running around making 
preparations when a natural 
disaster is threatening.”

Zinc radio will broadcast 
live from the event. Anyone 
attending can also enter the 
draw to win a generator, 
worth $799, and a $100 fuel 
voucher. 

>>  Cyclone Saturday is supported by Mackay Regional Council, RACQ Get Ready, the SES, Caneland Central and Zinc 101.9 radio

MATERIALS RECOVERY FACILITY OPEN DAY 
Saturday, November 14, 10am to 2pm

Bring the family along and check out council’s new  
state-of-the-art recycling facility. Our new $2.6 million 
facility features an Australian regional-first optical sorter 
to recover as many recyclables as possible and a glass 
crushing plant. Enjoy a tour of the plant at Paget and the 
free family-friendly fun on offer.

Save the date

>>  More on recycling at mackay.qld.gov.au

POOL owners are being 
warned to get their fences 
up to scratch by December 
1 or risk an on-the-spot fine 
of $824.

Queensland’s pool safety 
laws were first introduced 
in 2009 as part of state 
government legislation.

The laws require all new 
pools to comply with a 
comprehensive set of pool 
safety standards.

As part of the legislation, 
existing pools are also 
required to obtain a pool 
safety certificate before a 
house can be sold or leased.

From December 1, 2015, 
these safety standards 
will extend to all pools, 
regardless of their age or the 
rules in place at the time of 
construction.

Health and Regulatory 
portfolio councillor Laurence 
Bonaventura said pool safety 
was an issue that could not 
be taken for granted.

“Drowning is one of the 
leading causes of death 
in children under five,” Cr 
Bonaventura said.

“All pools, including spas and 
portable pools, must comply 
with the current pool safety 
standards,’’ he said. “The 
cost of a life is far greater 
than the price of upgrading a 
pool enclosure.”

Some main issues covered in 
the legislation include: 

>> Pool fences must be no 
less than 1200mm high and 
clear of objects that would 
allow small children to climb 
over a fence of this height.

>> Gates must be fitted 
with latching devices that 
automatically close and latch.

>> The fence must be 
continuous for the full extent 
of the hazard, thereby 
enclosing the pool from all 
sides.

There are also a number 
of requirements that are 
dependent on the situation. 
Residents are advised to 
seek professional advice 
through the Queensland 
Building and Construction 
Commission if they are 
unsure about whether their 
fence meets current pool 
safety standards.

More pool safety information 
online at mackay.qld.gov.au.

Iconic Australian 
entertainer Jon English

will perform at Mackay’s
New Year’s Eve River 

Party at Bluewater Quay.

Tougher pool fence safety laws come into effect on December 1.

VARIETY is the spice of life at 
Mackay’s biggest multicultural 
event Global Grooves.

Whether you like getting 
groovy to some funky tunes, 
kicking back to some soulful 
melodies, being wowed by 
gyrating dancers or sampling 
the tastes of the world, there 
will be something for you at 
Queens Park this Saturday 
from noon until 8pm.  

Festival, Events and The 
Arts portfolio councillor 
Chris Bonanno said the 

big difference this year was 
the public were invited to 
take part in a series of free, 
multicultural workshops.  

“The Workshops Tent will be 
abuzz with activity,” he said.

“Festival-goers can attend 
free classes on international 
music, Italian and Indian 
cooking, Muay Thai martial 
arts, coconut husk weaving 
and other arts and crafts. 
There will also be a free 
international music workshop 
hosted by band Mzaza.”

If you’d prefer to just soak 
up the music and dance, 
you certainly won’t be 
disappointed.

“The headline musical 
acts this year are Mzaza, 
Bandaluzia Flamenco and Sol 
Nation,” Cr Bonanno said.

“Mzaza’s music is sung in 
French, Spanish, Ladino, 
English and Turkish and is 
supported by accordion, 
violin, percussion, double 
bass and Flamenco guitar,” 
he said.  

This Saturday’s popular Global Grooves event at 
Queens Park will be a multicultural bonanza.

“Bandaluzia Flamenco are 
highly revered for their ability 
to mix genres and they are led 
by ARIA nominated virtuoso 
guitarist Damian Wright.

“Melbourne band Sol Nation is 
one big melting pot of reggae, 
samba, funk, salsa, East 
Timorese folksong and African 
dance music. 

“Their lead vocalist is East 
Timorese Paulo Almeida, who 
brings lyrics to life in a mixture 
of English, Portuguese and 
Tetum.” Water bills will start trickling into 

mailboxes next month. If you are 
using more than the recommended 
200 litres per person per day you 

may be in for a surprise. 

To keep a close eye on your 
water use and to avoid bill shock 

sign up to council’s free  
myh2o.qld.gov.au website.

Waste, Health and Regulatory portfolio councillor 
Laurence Bonaventura at the official opening of the 
new $2.6 million recycling facility at Paget.

>> To check out a copy of the current pool safety laws visit hpw.qld.gov.au 

Cyclone Saturday, to be held at Caneland Central this 
Saturday, is the perfect chance to get ready for storm season.

>>  More details at farm-
wasterecovery.com

It’s Water Week
IT’S National Water Week 
this week and to celebrate 
council will be out and about 
at Caneland Central with useful 
tools and tips to help you watch 
the flow of your H2O. Visit our 
stall from today until Saturday. 
Sign up to our free website 
myh2o.qld.gov.au to monitor 
your daily water consumption 
and save. 

>>  Applications for both schemes close November 27. Details at mackay.qld.gov.au
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