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Over the last two years, our region has felt the brunt 
of floods, cyclones and unseasonal rain and council is 
urging residents to ensure they are adequately prepared 
for the upcoming summer storm season.

Deputy Mayor Darryl Camilleri said a few hours spent 
putting aside supplies and securing your home could 
mean the difference between life and death.

“After the events of 2010 and 2011, Cyclone Ului and 
Cyclone Yasi, we can ill afford to become complacent 
about the dangers of these events.”

“Council’s Emergency Action Guide provides valuable 
information on how to best prepare for the storm season 
and also includes information on cyclones, floods, storm 
surges and rural bush fires.”

In preparation, residents and businesses are urged to 
tidy up their yards, check roofs, clean out gutters and 
make sure all the building structures around the home 
and in the community are safe and secure.

If you happen to spot a neighbouring structure that looks 
unsafe please lodge a request with council. Council will 
be visiting known problem areas, areas that are known 
to accumulate rubbish, in an effort to address these 
problems before the wet season commences.

To find out if all the building structures on your property 
have approval or to get approval for a building structure 
please contact council.

>> A copy of council’s Emergency Action Guide is 
available at council’s customer service centres 
and on council’s website.

Multicultural 
delights on offer
Share the stories, taste the food and 
enjoy the music of 20 different cultures 
at this year’s Global Grooves Festival, 
Sunday, October 30 at Queens Park.

From 10am to 8pm, groove to King 
Marong, a top African band from 
Melbourne, visit market stalls selling 
everything from ethnic art to eskies 
and try some of the best homemade 
multicultural food in Mackay. 

The Fijian community will be serving a 
free Lovo feast cooked the traditional 
way with the use of a fire pit and river 
stones and the Filipino community will 
be constructing the Nayong community 
village area where they will be recreating 
a village store selling Filipino delicacies 
and performing dance and song.

Be captivated by the Diwali Festival of 
Light and the fireworks display.

The 2011 Global Grooves Festival from 
10am to 8pm is a Mackay Regional 
Council event, supported by Dalrymple 
Bay Coal Terminal and Qantaslink.

>> Visit council’s website for 
more details.

Scholarships are currently available 
for students interested in immersing 
themselves in Japanese culture by 
travelling to Matsuura, Japan in 2012.

The $1000 scholarships are open to 
year 10, 11 or 12 students to be used 
towards the cost of travel on the two 
week student exchange.

Did you  
know? 
Council recycled over 
9.4 cubic metres of 
mixed paper during 
Reduce Replace Recycle 
Day, saving 6,928 litres 
of landfill space, 858kg 
of Co2 and over 50,000 
litres of water. To host 
your own RRR Day visit 
www.ecomackay.com.au

Are you ready 
for the storm 
season?
Living in the Mackay region is beautiful, 
but it comes with responsibilities.

The winner of the $500 
City Centre voucher is...

proudly supporting  
Breast Cancer Awareness month

>> Visit City Deals today -  
www.mackaycitycentre.com.au  
to grab yourself a bargain.

Mayor Col Meng with the 2011 award 
winners Peta Comelli & Marcia Thorning.

Reward 
our great 
Aussies!
Do you know someone who makes 
our region great? Don’t let them go 
unnoticed - nominate them today for a 
2012 Australia Day Award.

There are two major award categories 
Citizen of the Year and Young Citizen 
of the Year, and Community awards for  
Mackay, Sarina and the Pioneer Valley in 
the following categories:

Sportsperson of the Year, Young 
Sportsperson of the Year, Volunteer  
of the Year, Community Event of the 
Year and Cultural Award.

To nominate a great Aussie visit 

council’s website or alternatively collect 
a nomination form from council’s 
customer service centres or libraries.  
Nominations close January 9, 2012.

>> For assistance with 
completing your form or  
for more information please 
contact council. 

Library Survey
Mackay Regional Council libraries 
have been listed on a State Library of 
Queensland survey.

Library members throughout the State 
are being urged to participate in the 
10 minute online survey to measure the 
value of local libraries and the services 
they provide.

>> To have your say visit  
www.mackay.qld.gov.au/libraries.

To be eligible students must currently 
be studying or have a strong interest 
in Japanese and be willing to provide 
a report to council detailing their 
experience. 

>> For further information please 
contact Kathryn Smith on  
4961 9437 or email  
kathryn.smith@mackay.qld.gov.au

$1000 travel scholarships Lesleigh  Stewart from North Mackay.
Councillor Dave Perkins congratulates 
Lesleigh on winning the City Deals 
competition, a $500 shopping voucher 
to spend at any business mentioned on 
the City Deals website. Lesleigh was 
one of 220 that entered the Council 
Connect Competition.


