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New Year fun 
in the City
 
Whether you are looking to spend a fun 
night with the family or party with friends, 
council has New Years Eve celebrations 
covered with something for everyone to 
enjoy.

For families, the MECC is the place to 
be for the free Pineapple Palace Family 
Party from 6pm. Enjoy a spectacular line-
up of entertainment, including the King 
of the Kids Concert and some fantastic 
workshops where kids can create and 
model their own costumes in the parade. 

With fantastic food, drinks, entertainment 
and fireworks at the family-friendly time of 
9pm, the New Years Eve Family Party at 
the MECC is not to be missed. 

On the other hand, those wanting to bring 
in the new year at a fantastic party with 
friends, head to Bluewater Quay for the 
Bridges Restaurant Queen of Rock New 
Years Eve Party from 7pm.

Get your groove on to the sound of local 
band Natural Culture before the main 
event, The Queen of Rock Suzi Quarto 
Tribute Band. 

To top off a great night and welcome 
2013, the sky will be alight with the 
spectacular midnight fireworks.

>> For more information on both 
events, head to the below link, 
www.festivalmackay.org.au. 

Did you  
know? 
The Mackay Regional 
Botanic Gardens is 
holding their Christmas 
carols this Saturday, 
December 15 from 5.30 
to 8.30pm. The event is 
free and family-friendly.

Talented swimmers set 
to make a splash at 

championships
Four dedicated and extremely excited swimmers 

are heading to Brisbane this weekend for six days 
to represent the Pioneer Swimming Club at the 

Queensland Swimming Championships in Brisbane. 

As the weather heats up, we are all looking 
at ways to cool down and fortunately some 
of us are lucky enough to have in-ground or 
inflatable swimming pools in our backyards.

In relation to in-ground pools, most people 
are aware that these must be fenced for 
our children’s safety but something that 
doesn’t seem to be as well known is that 
this rule also applies to inflatable pools.

Waste, Health and Regulatory Services 
portfolio councillor Laurence Bonaventura 
said when you look at the size of most 
inflatable pools you wouldn’t initially think 

they could be harmful to your children.

“However this isn’t true, all types of pools can 
be extremely dangerous if the appropriate 
precautions and safety measures haven’t 
been put in place,” he said.

Under the Queensland Building Act every 
swimming pool or spa capable of holding 
water to a depth of 300mm or more is 
required to have a fence around it.

>> If you’re found without a fence 
around your pool, you can incur 
a fine of $770.

The 140-page book is a pictorial journey, commemorating the establishment of Captain 
John Mackay’s camp at Greenmount in 1862, some of the city’s art-deco buildings and 
reflecting on our people, our places and our stories. Since going on sale on November 
26, about 3000 copies have been sold and limited stock remains - to grab a copy visit 
a council library or customer service centre. The book costs $9.95.

Due to its popularity we thought we would ask some buyers why they wanted to get 
their hands on a copy - see what they said about the special edition book:

School holidays are just around the corner 
and all the kids are eagerly anticipating 
Christmas Day. The challenge, however, is 
keeping them entertained for the rest of the 
December/January break once Santa has 
made his yearly visit and all their presents 
have been unwrapped. 

Take the hassle and stress out of keeping 
them entertained at home by bringing 
them along to some of the great activities 
council’s facilities have organised. 

You can enrol your kids in a Learn 2 Swim 
class where they will have a splashing good 
time learning a life-long skill. Sessions are 
being held over a number of weeks and 
bookings are essential, phone 4957 5767.

If you’re children have an interest in art, 
make sure they don’t miss manga illustrator, 
Kenny Chan when he visits the libraries 
and Sarina Youth Centre in early January to 
teach kids how to draw popular Japanese 
cartoons that have taken the world by 
storm. Artspace will also be holding free 
drop-in workshops this month where kids 
will be able to make Christmas paper chain 
decorations from recycled materials.

>> For more information and a 
full list of the school holiday 
activities, visit our website.

Stay safe in 
and around 
the water
Taking the family to one of council’s public 
swimming facilities is a safe option as 
opposed to the beach where marine 
stingers may be present, however, it’s 
important to have fun and stay safe in and 
around the water.

With so many people set to visit our  
aquatic facilities it’s important people are 
safe and responsible. 

Four key things to remember or 
apply when visiting our pools or 
Bluewater Lagoon are:

1. Ensure you have everything you need 
before getting into the water, such as 
towels, sunscreen and dry clothes.

2. Always be within arms’ reach of your 
child in the water.

3. Focus all of your attention on your 
child and get into the water and talk 
and play with them.

4. You should never leave your child 
alone in the water, nor should they 
be left in the care of an older child or 
lifeguard at a public pool.

>> Council’s facilities have 
lifesavers on patrol, however 
their role is to supervise the 
safety of all patrons not replace 
direct supervision of children.

Keep your kids safe at home

Morgan Mackelvie with squad members Lachlan Bunting, Nikolas Drobetz, Chelsea Parker and 
Chanelle Taylor are hoping to bring back some medals and great memories.

A special ceremony all about welcoming 
babies to our region proves to be the 
perfect way to meet other families and 
bubs. 

Parents Paul and Kelly Ash travelled 
from Eton so that their 1 year old, Logan, 
could take part in the first Welcoming 
Ceremony held in October at the Mackay 
Regional Botanic Gardens. 

Mrs Ash said taking part in the ceremony 
was a great way to feel part of the 
community.

“It was an enjoyable morning with the 
family and we received great advice and 
lots of general information.”

Mayor of Mackay Regional Council 
Deirdre Comerford said Baby Welcoming 
is aimed to foster civic pride and provide 
valuable family support.

“It’s important that parents feel supported 
in their role and we feel these special 

events are a wonderful way to demonstrate 
that this council does care,” she said. 

Now that the date has been set for the 
second Baby Welcoming Ceremony, 
parents are encouraged to register to 
ensure their bundles of joy don’t miss out. 

Each baby attending will be presented 
with a certificate and a gift from the Mayor, 
as well as the chance to gain parental 
advice from everything from breast 
feeding to inspiring children to read. 

Details to remember:
The next Baby Welcoming Ceremony is 
on Sunday, March 10, 2013 from 10am 
to 12noon at the Mackay Entertainment 
and Convention Centre, Alfred Street.

Registrations for the March 
ceremony close on February 22. 

To register, simply visit  
www.mackay.qld.gov.au/baby.

201
2

 Q
U

E
E

N
SLAND MULTI M

ED
IA

      A
W

A
R

D WINNERS    
  

Council in brief

Add nomination  
to your to-do-list
With Christmas and holidays knocking at 
the door, it’s time to nominate someone 
you know for council’s Australia Day 
Awards. 

Nominations are open and available for 
submission online at www.mackay.qld.
gov.au/australiaday or alternatively, hard 
copy forms can be collected for council’s 
libraries and Customer Service Centres.

Competition  
winner announced
Last month council ran a Christmas 
giveaway for the November editions of 
Council Connect. Up for grabs was a 
$500 Wish Giftcard plus a double pass to 
MECC’s Theatre Season. 

The winner has been drawn and 
congratulations to our lucky winner, Ray 
Ditton of Mackay who scored this fantastic 
package. Thanks to all that entered.

Waste pick-up still 
on over Christmas
Don’t worry about your bin smelling and 
overflowing over the Christmas break as 
council’s waste services will continue as 
per normal.

All bins will be collected, even on 
Christmas Day. Simply have your bin  
ready for collection on your allocated day 
by 6am. For more information on our  
waste services visit our website.

Be aware of 
council closures
From December 21 to January 1 there will 
be changes to council’s opening hours to 
cater for our normal shutdown period. 

All Customer Services Centres will closed 
at 12noon on Friday, December 21 and 
will re-open at 8.30am on Wednesday, 
January 2. For a full list of all the other 
facilities closure details, visit council’s 
website. 

Register your bub now Holidays all 
wrapped up 
with activities

Mischa Smith, Brittany Nicolas, Alicia Smith 
and Hannah Nicolas keeping cool at Artspace 
making fun recycled paper Christmas chains.

Mayor Deirdre Comerford with Kelly and her son Logan at this year’s Baby Welcoming Ceremony.

Your say: Then & Now  
a big hit with locals

Kelley Porter and her two sons Angus and Henry enjoy cooling down in their inflatable pool.

The talented youngsters heading to 
the state championships are Chelsea 
Parker, Chanelle Taylor, Nikolas Drobetz 
and Lachlan Bunting.

Head coach and council employee 
Morgan Mackelvie said the upcoming 
championships are the first in a number 
of years for the club and everyone is 
ecstatic to be going away. 

“For the past four years, council’s 
swimming coaches have been working 
tirelessly towards the re-establishment 

of the squad to participate in the 
competitive swimming environment,” 
she said.

“The group heading to Brisbane is a 
great representation of the calibre and 
quality of swimmers we have in Mackay,” 

“All four kids are devoted to their training 
which includes two sessions a day from 
Monday to Friday which is roughly 17 
hours a week of swimming.”

Sport, Recreation and Facilities portfolio 

councillor Paul Steindl said he is proud 
of how far the squad has come with over 
120 kids participating in over five levels. 

“I have no doubt this group of kids will 
do our region proud and have a fantastic 
time while competing against the best in 
the state for their age group,” he said.

“Our pools are a community facility and 
it’s great to see programs like this squad 
help children achieve their goals as well 
as teach them a skill for life.”

If your child wants to learn to swim or 
possibly join the swimming squad, they 
can start straight away as training will 
continue over the upcoming holidays. 

To find out more information or to 
organise a swimming assessment for 
your child, simply phone 4957 5767. 

>> Note: Memorial, Sarina,  
Mirani and Pioneer swim 
centres will be closed 
Christmas Day, Boxing Day and 
New Years Day.

Lynette Dundabim, Ball Bay 

“I’ve always been 
interested in history 
and thought it would be 
interesting to see how 
landmarks have changed.”

Michelle Matthews, Eimeo

“It’s a Christmas present 
for my father-in-law, he 
used to live in Mackay 
30 years ago.”

Joan Ruffell, Kinchant Dam

“I’ve lived here all my life 
and thought it would be 
a great thing to have.”
 


