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Join in 
celebrations
this month!
   National Seniors’ Week  
   > Aug 20 to 28
 
If wisdom and confidence come with age 
and experience our region’s over-50s 
have much to celebrate during National 
Seniors’ Week.

Seniors’ Week promotes the health 
benefits of having an active mind and 
lifestyle and encourages a positive 
community attitude towards older people 
and ageing. 

Come and try afternoon: Wednesday, 
August 24 at the Seniors Citizens Centre 
(Macalister St) from 1.30pm to 4.30pm.

Scrubby Seniors’ Special Bus Tour: 
Thursday, August 25, meet outside Valley 
Vets (Walkerston) at 8.30am ready to 
depart.

Seniors Lifestyle Expo: Friday, August 
26 at the Seniors Citizens Centre 
(Macalister St) from 10am to 2.30pm. 
 

     2011 Book Week   
   > August 20 to 27 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Celebrate your love of reading with 
Mackay Regional Council Library Services 
during Book Week 2011. This year’s 
theme is One World, Many Stories.

Wednesday, August 24 > Book Week 
afternoon tea at Mirani Library from 3pm.

Thursday, August 25 > Picnic in the 
Park at Mackay City Library from 10.30am 
to 11.30am.

Friday, August 26 > Book Week Parade 
at Walkerston Library from 9.30am to 
10.30am. 

Children can also get involved in a range 
of competitions such as book hunts and  
colouring-in. Visit your local library to take 
part. 

>> More details on each of the 
events listed above for both 
Seniors’ Week and Book Week 
can be found on council’s 
website or by phoning 1300 
MACKAY. 

Pay rates early 
for chance to win 
shopping voucher 
 

Rate notices for the half year ending 
December 31, 2011 have been posted 
and rates are due and payable by 
September 9, 2011.  
 
All residents who pay their rates in full 
before the due date, will receive a 10 
per cent discount on general rates and 
service charges. 
 
Also all rates paid by 5pm on August 24, 
2011 will go into the draw to win one of 
three $500 shopping vouchers.  
 
Persons who own land within the council 
area and who have not received a rates 
notice in respect of such land should 
now apply to council’s Customer Service 
Centre on 1300 MACKAY for a copy of 
the assessment.

Getting active, 
enjoying a Sunday 
morning stroll or 
keeping fit – it’s all part 
of the ABC Tropical North 
Father’s Day Fun Run on 
Sunday, September 4 
along the Bluewater Trail.

Supported by Mackay Roadrunners and 
Mackay Regional Council, the morning run 
or walk aims to promote a healthy active 
lifestyle and encourage fathers to get out 
and about with the family. 
 
Mayor Col Meng said the event was 
a fantastic way to promote the iconic 
Bluewater Trail and enjoy our lifestyle. 
 
“The emphasis is on fun and we want to 
see as many people enjoying the Spring 
weather and getting active,” he said. 
 
It is free to register on the day and the five  

kilometre event starts from the Play Garden 
at the Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens 
and follows the Bluewater Trail to the 
scenic Bluewater Lagoon. 
 
Health, Sport and Recreational portfolio 
councillor Paul Steindl said running the 
distance was purely optional.

 

Mackay Roadrunners President Sandy 
Strong said the purpose of the event was 
two-fold. 
 
“We are keen to promote the benefits of 
running socially but also to show how easy 
it is to get active with the family,” he said 
 
Registrations are from 7.30am Sunday 
(Sept 4) at the Play Garden.

Before you sign on the dotted line to buy 
a house, make sure you’ve done your 
research – not just on the market, but on 
the property itself. 
 
For a small fee, a building records search 
will safeguard the prospective owner 
from buying property that contains illegal 
building work. 
 
Examples of illegal building structures 
include any unapproved extensions, 
retaining walls, pools and sheds, carports, 
garden sheds, garages and decks 
 
Planning and Development portfolio 
councillor Diane Hatfield said building 
records searches can be conducted on 
commercial premises as well.  
 
“Searches can be arranged by either the 
current owner of the property or your 
solicitor,” Cr Hatfield said. 
 
Fees range from $165.50 to $280 
depending on the type of property and 
the urgency of the report.

Building 
Records a 
must when 
purchasing 
commercial 
or residential 
properties...

>> For more advice about 
building records searches or to 
find out more about obtaining 
building approvals phone 1300 
MACKAY (1300 622 529). 

“You can walk it, ride it or have an 
inter-family competition on who 
can complete the event first.” 
                - Cr Paul Steindl.

>> Rate payment options can be 
found on your notice, or via 
council’s website.

>> Every participant will enjoy a 
healthy breakfast at the new 
Caneland Park and be in the running 
for a series of random prizes.

Learn how to 
make a difference 
in your backyard
Come along to Mackay Regional Botanic 
Garden’s Landcare Day on Sunday, 
September 11 from 9am to 2pm. 
 
The day in the Gardens will showcase 
a variety of different ways individuals, 
young and old can conserve, protect and 
enhance our environment. 
 
Throughout the day there will be fun 
and interactive activities such as animal 
displays, no dig gardening and lots more. 

>> For details, contact the Mackay 
Regional Botanic Gardens on 
4952 7300.

Have your say on Tomorrow’s Mackay - feedback 
closes August 19. Give us your thoughts and be in the 
running for a $1000 shopping spree at a business of your 
choice in the Mackay Regional Council area. For more 
details log onto www.connectingmackay.com.au. 

Only 2 days to go >> 

Did you  
know? 
Local artists and art 
organisations have 
the chance to access 
funding for future 
projects through 
the Regional Arts 
Development Fund. 

Round 1 submissions 
close Aug 24. Contact 
council today for more 
information.

Who’s up 
for a swim?
If you are looking to get your children 
ready for summer or get fit, then look 
no further than the Mackay Regional 
Council’s Aquatic Facilities as they will be 
overflowing with activities in the months 
ahead. 

> Learn 2 Swim Classes kick off with 
a four-week term at the Memorial Swim 
Centre from August 23 – this is a great 
way to refresh your child’s skills before the 
swim season.

> September Holiday Program 
running from September 19 to 30, at the 
Pioneer Swim Centre – these 30 minute 
sessions are sure to get your technique 
back in fine form. NOTE: Pioneer Swim 
Centre reopens to public on Sept 1.

> Junior and senior squad and Adult 
Swim for Fitness are both currently 
operating at the Memorial Swim Centre – 
flexible days and hours apply to fit around 
any busy schedule.

>> To find out more about the 
above programs, phone council.

step into spring!

It’s going to be one of the city’s biggest 
nights of sport this Saturday ... and council 
has you covered when it comes to parking.

The new 14,000 square metre car park in 
Leisure Court is now completed and will 
cater for hundreds of vehicles.

Roads and Infrastructure portfolio 
councillor Kevin Casey said the car park 
was part of a $2 million upgrade to the 
South Mackay sporting precinct.

“We have constructed a pedestrian path, 
widened the drain, resurfaced Leisure 
Court and are about to start on rebuilding 

the new Casey Avenue crossing,” he said.

The Cutters play their first home game at 
Stadium Mackay on Saturday night and 
the nearby basketball stadium will host the 
QBL Grand Finals. 

Council proudly supports our State 
League teams and hopes the community 
will turn out in force to be part of the 
history-making weekend.  
 

Coal to Coast Festival
>> Saturday, September 10 <<
Now in its third year, the annual Coal 
to Coast Festival is a celebration 
showcasing the Sarina region and 
attracting people all over Queensland 
and interstate with its quality headline 
acts and large range of activities and 
attractions.

The Sarina Showground will be host for 
the Coal Games when up to ten teams 
will be vying for the honour of winning the 
Coal Games Cup. 

The Coal Games are based on team 
activity sports where each team are asked 
to work together to lift, carry, throw or 
shift loose and bagged coal in a fun filled 
course of thrills & spills. To join the games 
and nominate a team, contact Paul Taylor 
on 4961 9277.

On the day there will also be food 
vendors, markets, a licensed bar, 
amusements and many acts catering for 
parents with young children. Headline 
acts for this year’s festival include Jon 
English, The Australian Tribute to 
Hannah & Miley and the Amazing 
Drumming Monkeys.

>> Coal to Coast Festival will be 
held at the Sarina Showgrounds 
from 9am to 5pm. For more 
information log onto, 
www.coaltocoastfestival.com.au 

Parking a breeze at 
popular sporting precinct

Sunday, August 28

Northern Beaches Community 
Day @ Seaview Park on 

Bucasia Esplanade

> 11am to 2pm

Free family fun - more info at 
council’s website.

Save the date!

>> Access to the Leisure Court 
car park is off Bridge Road via 
the recently completed culvert 
crossing. 


