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Summer fun on the ice

>>  For more information visit mackay.qld.gov.au/activetowns.

Work is now under way on the second 
section of Kuttabul-Mt Jukes Road.

Section one of Kuttabul-Mt Jukes Road 
has been rehabilitated. 

Day of family fun to 
be had in the Valley
Live music, a barbecue lunch and an action-packed 
kids zone are just some of the highlights in store at 
council’s 2014 Australia Day celebrations.

From 10am to 2pm on 
Sunday, January 26, at 
Mirani State Primary School 
(Maud Street), council and P. 
Comino and Sons will bring 
the community together for 
one big day of celebrating 
all that’s great about living in 
Australia. 

Mayor Deirdre Comerford 
said Australia Day was more 
than just a public holiday. 

“It’s a chance to celebrate 

what we love about our region 
and the country we all call 
home,” she said.

“It’s also a chance to say thank 
you to our champion fellow 
Aussies who do so much for 
and achieve so much within 
our community.” 

Students from the Pioneer 
Valley Youth Council have 
been busy planning a feast 
of activities for children on 
the day including The Bilby’s 

Burrow Kidzone, which 
will feature a Bungee Run, 
Balloon Man and Aussie-
themed games.

While the kids enjoy jumping 
castles and the RSPCA 
Wildlife Animal Rescue, 
adults can sit back and enjoy 
the talents of local band, 
Chasing the Jeffrey.

Cr Comerford encouraged 
everyone to think about the 
people in their lives that 

$5 million rehabilitation 
under way at Kuttabul

Wide Bay Australia. Festival, 
Events and The Arts portfolio 
councillor Chris Bonanno said 
no doubt Thor and Superman 
would be the talk of the town 
amongst children. 

“As part of the festivities, we’re 
encouraging kids to dress up 
as their favourite superhero or 
create a mask and cape on 
the spot,” he said.

“There’ll be plenty of free 
entertainment with a jumping 
castle, wii arena and face 
painting.” 

From Thor to Fleetwood Mac  
there’ll be entertainment 
to suit all age groups 
on New Year’s Eve at 
Mackay Entertainment and 
Convention Centre. 

And the best thing is, it’s all 
free!

For the 2014 celebration, 
council has teamed up with 
John Donnelly the Good 
Guys to host a family friendly 
Superhero Party from 6pm, 
culminating with a fireworks 
display at 9pm courtesy of  

Once the kids have been 
tucked in for the night, adults 
can kick on in their best 70s 
and 80s costumes at the Oz 
Eurythmics and Fleetwood 
Mac Tribute shows from 9pm 
to midnight. 

Great food and a  licensed 
bar will be available at both 
events and, once again, entry 
is free! 

Don’t forget to cap the night 
off with a midnight fireworks 
display at the river, thanks to 
Wide Bay Australia.

Kuttabul-Mt Jukes Road is 
currently undergoing a $5.3 
million facelift to repair four 
flood-damaged sections.

The first 900-metres of the 
road from the Seaforth end 
has been reinstated, and 
work is now under way on 
the second section (the next 
1.6 kilometres). 

The last two sections to be 
rehabilitated are towards 
the Kuttabul end of the road.

Weather permitting all four 
phases of the project will be 
completed in April.

Roads and Drainage 
portfolio councillor Kevin 
Casey said the rehabilitation 
involved repairing the road 
surface and widening the 
seal.

“Servicing in excess of 350 
vehicles a day, Kuttabul-
Mt Jukes Road extends 10 
kilometres and connects 

Seaforth residents to the 
highway. While work is 
ongoing, motorists are asked 
to please drive with care and 
adhere to signage,” he said.

This project is jointly funded 
by Natural Disaster Relief 
Recovery Arrangements 
and Mackay Regional 
Council.

No road work will occur 
around the Mackay region 
over Christmas/New Year.

Water saved 
with revamp

>>  Council is calling for more nominations in the Environmental Champion, Young Citizen and Young Sports categories. To nominate an unsung hero for a 2014 
Australia Day award, visit mackay.qld.gov.au/australiaday. Sponsored by P. Comino and Sons, this event is also proudly supported by Mackay Stickers and Signs.

Check safety 
of your pool
They may be cheap to buy and 
easy to use but large inflatable 
pools require an Australian-
standard fence. All swimming 
pools, blow-up pools and spas 
capable of holding 30cm or 
more of water are required by 
law to be fenced. You can be 
fined for not complying and 
creating a potential drowning 
hazard. For more details visit 
mackay.qld.gov.au or call 1300 
MACKAY (622 529). 

>>  For more info on the New Year’s Eve celebration go to festivalmackay.com.au. >>  For updates on road works around the region, visit mackay.qld.gov.au/roads.

Mt Pleasant Reservoir number 
one is back in full operation 
after the recent $800,000 
revamp to repair leaks. The 
reservoir was taken offline 
back in July to allow for  this 
essential internal maintenance. 
Significant long-term water 
savings are now expected as 
a result of this work.

Council facility 
closure dates
Please be aware that the 
following council facilities will 
be closed over the holiday 
period.

All client services centres: 
from 4.30pm Dec 20 > 
reopening 8.30am Jan 6 
Greenmount:  
from 12.30pm Dec 20 >  
Jan 13 
MECC:  
from 1pm Dec 21 > Dec 26 
Botanic gardens:  
Dec 23 > Jan 6 
Artspace Mackay:  
Dec 23 > Jan 2 
Sarina Sugar Shed: from 
noon Dec 24 > Jan 2 
Bluewater Lagoon:  
Open every day except 
Christmas Day

For the full list of facility closing 
dates go to mackay.qld.gov.au.

Keep it clean at Christmas

Protect yourself
As the wet season nears, 
so too does the possibility 
of the dangerous dengue 
mosquito emerging.

Dengue mosquitoes 
breed in pools of water – 
particularly in dark places 
such as gutters, pot bases 
and containers.

Residents are reminded to 
throw out any rubbish lying 
around, clean their gutters, 
tip out water that has pooled 

in containers and store 
containers or gardening 
equipment undercover.

Dengue symptoms include 
headaches, fevers and 
aches and pains.

Should you experience any 
of these, consult your doctor 
immediately.

For more information visit 
mackay.qld.gov.au or     
health.qld.gov.au/dengue. 

With Christmas fast 
approaching it’s often out 
with the old and in with the 
new, but if you’re clearing 
your home of unwanted 
goods please do not use our 
region’s clothing bins as a 
dumping ground. 

Bags of old rubbish and white 
goods are starting to pile 
up around our clothing bins, 
creating an unsightly mess.

Waste, Health and Regulatory 
Services portfolio councillor 
Laurence Bonaventura 
reminded residents it’s illegal 
to dump rubbish on public 
land.

“Charities only accept 
clothing in their bins, not 
items around their bins,” he 
said.

“Please remember to 
dispose of your rubbish at 
council’s waste facilities 
or drop your unwanted 

Darcy Torrens and Lucas Wayman enjoy the annual lamington eating 
competition at the council and P. Comino and Sons Australia Day event.

>  Ice City II: Dec 26 to Jan 19 at MECC.  
To book tickets go to mackaytix.com.au.

>  The Art of Conversation with Kim Kleidon:  
6pm Friday, Jan 24, at Artspace Mackay.  
ABC Tropical North journalist Kim Kleidon will 
deliver an interview with two photo artists about 
their work. 

>   Friends of the Gardens Guided Walk:  
4pm on Saturday, Feb 15, at Mackay Regional 
Botanic Gardens. Guided walk through the 
Regional Forest section of the gardens, followed 
by a barbecue. RSVPs essential to 4952 7300  
or botanic@mackay.qld.gov.au.

Save the date

>>  Visit mackay.qld.gov.au for more events.

According to council’s recent 
Commuter Survey, there are 
more and more cyclists using 
our region’s roads. And in 
fact, cyclists are  spending 
between two and 10 hours 
each week on their bikes. 

Sport, Recreation and 

Facilities portfolio councillor 
Paul Steindl said it was great 
to see so many people out 
exercising and improving their 
health and fitness.

“We have great facilities, 
roads and award-winning 
shared pathways that cyclists 

are taking advantage of, which 
is wonderful to see,” he said.

“However, it’s important we 
share our roads safely; always 
remember to  check your 
blind spot for cyclists and give 
them plenty of room when 
overtaking.”

goods at charity offices. 
Household recyclables are 
also accepted at council’s 
resource recovery facility, 
Incredable Ltd, at Paget.

“Dumping your unwanted 
goods on public land not 
only creates a health and 
safety risk it also costs 

make them proud to be 
Australian, and go to 
council’s website and 
nominate them for a 2014  
award. “It could be a 

neighbour who volunteers 
their time to clean up and 
protect the environment 
or a young sporting gun 
who trains hard to reach 

their goals. I look forward 
to seeing residents from 
across the region join us 
in Mirani for a great day of 
Aussie fun,” she said. 

Party like a superhero!
Don your best superhero costume and get set for New Year’s Eve at the MECC.

charities to remove it, money 
which should be spent  on 
valuable services such as 
counselling.”

Those caught placing items 
around clothing bins will 
be issued with an illegal 
dumping fine (ranging from 
$200 to $1600).

>>  All waste facilities except Paget Waste Management Centre will be closed on 
Christmas Day. Household waste collection schedules will remain unchanged 
over the Christmas break.

Lifeline’s Lyn Lewis, Mackay Endeavour’s Anita Berardi 
and Cr Laurence Bonaventura inspect an offending site.

From left: Eva Gadsby, Bianca, Hannah and Nic Flor 
make the most of Ice City at the MECC. This year’s 
sessions (1.5 hours each) start on December 26.  
There’ll be a giant ice slide and every Friday night 
will be the Harvey World Travel Ice Disco. Tickets are 
selling fast; to book go to www.mackaytix.com.au.

One for your 
sports diary
Come along and enjoy a big 
day out with the family! Check 
out more than 100 sports and 
recreational clubs all under 
the one roof at council’s 
Sports Expo and Sign-on Day 
on Sunday, February 9, from 
10am to 2pm.

Share our 
roads safely

Hayley Kaddatz, of Eton, isn’t taking 
any chances when it comes to dengue.


