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8920.1 Introduction 
This supplementary specification applies to demolition and removal of all asbestos pits, pipes and 
ducts contained within the extents of civil construction projects which are required to be removed 
or replaced as a result of specific requirements of the project. 

8920.2 Referenced Documents 
This supplementary specification shall be read in conjunction with the following: 

 MRS01 “Introduction to Specifications”; 
 MRTS01 “Introduction to Technical Specifications”; 
 Workplace Health and Safety Act and Regulation; 
 Code of Practice for the management and control of Asbestos in workplaces [NOHSC: 

2018 (2005)] 

 Code of Practice for the safe removal of asbestos [NOHSC: 2002 (2005)] 
 Workplace Health and Safety Queensland – Code of Practice 2011 – ‘How to Safely 

Remove Asbestos; 
 Queensland Water directorate – Cutting, Handling and Disposal of Asbestos Cement (AC) 

Pipe guidelines – Updated 2014; 
 Mackay Regional Council Standard Operating Procedure PRC-10.010 “Asbestos - Safe 

Removal and Disposal of”; and 
 the Project Drawings. 

8920.3 Definitions 
 

Asbestos means the asbestiform varieties of mineral silicates belonging to the serpentine or 
amphibole groups of rock-forming minerals, including actinolite asbestos, grunerite (or amosite) 
asbestos (brown), anthophyllite asbestos , chrysotile asbestos (white), crocidolite asbestos (blue) 
and tremolite asbestos 

Asbestos containing material (ACM) means  any material or thing that, as part of its design, 
contains asbestos 

Asbestos-contaminated dust or debris (ACD) means dust or debris that has settled within a 
workplace and is (or assumed to be) contaminates with asbestos. 

Friable asbestos means material that is in a powder form or that can be crumbled, pulverised or 
reduced to a powder by hand pressure when dry, and contains asbestos. 

Non-friable asbestos means material containing asbestos that is not friable, including material 
containing asbestos fibres reinforced with a bonding compound 



 

8920.4 Description of Works 
The following work items are covered by this supplementary specification: 

Task Item No. Description Unit of 
Measurement 

8920 Demolition, removal, restoration and disposal of 
asbestos pipes and ducts 

m 

8921 Demolition, removal, restoration and disposal of 
asbestos pits 

each 

85920.5 Process Identification & Requirements 
 

Responsibilities 

The person in control of premises has a duty to identify and manage any asbestos containing 
material at this site. The person will change throughout the life of the project. For example: 

 Person(s) with design responsibilities for this site are responsible for identifying 
asbestos/ACM at the site; preparing asbestos register; preparing asbestos management 
plan. 

 
 Site Supervisor is responsible for the site after 'handover' takes place and shall take 

ownership of the asbestos register and asbestos management plan. 
 

The asbestos management plan shall be updated to include site specific details and   be made 
available to all workers on-site, including contractors/sub-contractors who are carrying out 
asbestos removal work; ensure asbestos removal work is carried out in accordance with current 
asbestos removal legislation. 

With particular relevance to situations likely to be experienced during civil projects the following 
licensing requirements apply: 

Type of Licence What Asbestos can be Removed? 

Class A 

Can remove any amount or quantity of asbestos or ACM, including: 
 Any amount of friable asbestos or ACM 
 Any amount of ACD 
 Any amount of non-friable asbestos or ACM 

Class B 
Can remove friable asbestos and is required for removal of more than 
10m² of non-friable asbestos  

No Licence Required 

Can remove: 
 Up to 10m² of non-friable asbestos or ACM 
 ACD that is associated with removal of less than 10m² of non-

friable asbestos or ACM and not associated with the removal of 
friable asbestos. 



 

 
 
Removal of less than 10 m2 of Non-Friable Asbestos or ACM 
Where indicated on the Asbestos Register or Project Plans that estimated areas of materials to be 
removed are less than an area equating to 10 m2 such works can be undertaken without holding 
specific licence requirements however such works shall be undertaken in accordance with the 
relevant Codes of Practice including documentation and certification requirements and Council’s 
Standard Operating Procedure 
 
Removal of greater than 10 m2 of Non-Friable Asbestos or ACM 
Where indicated on the Asbestos Register or Project Plans that estimated areas of materials to be 
removed are greater than an area equating to 10 m2 such works must be undertaken by persons 
holding specific licence requirements however such works shall be undertaken in accordance with 
the relevant Codes of Practice including documentation and certification requirements and 
Council’s Standard Operating Procedure 
 
Asbestos Register 
As part of all Project Plans existing utility details including materials descriptions are generated. In 
addition areas of known removal will be highlighted on Project Plans and this will act as the basis 
of the Asbestos Register for the project. 
 
 

Site/Workplace Address 

Archibald/Pardise Intersection 

Person preparing register 

Civil Designer noted on Project Plans 

Location 
as 

shown 
on plan  

Date Type of asbestos Friable or 
non-friable 

Condition Is this an 
inaccessible 

area? 

Confirmed or 
presumed? 

1 4/7/13 AC water pipe Non-friable unknown inaccessible Confirmed 

2 4/7/13 Pipe conduit Non-friable unknown inaccessible Confirmed 

 



 

The register has been completed with reference to existing services plans and Council records, 
and as such there may be areas where unidentified asbestos/ACM may still exist. 

Caution shall be taken when conducting work on this site where there is the potential for 
asbestos/ACM or suspected asbestos/ACM to exist. 

The asbestos register must be made available to the person with control of the workplace while 
Council will hold an original copy of the asbestos register. 

This register shall be maintained by the person with control of the workplace and is to be amended 
when: 

 Further asbestos/ACM is identified; 

 Materials suspected as being asbestos/ACM is identified; 

 Asbestos/ACM or those suspected as being asbestos/ACM are removed from the 
workplace. 

Council shall be provided with all updated revisions of the register. 

Where there is a change in the person with control of the workplace (such as when a contractor or 
sub-contractor takes control of the site), this register must be provided to them as soon as 
reasonably practicable. 

 
The register shall be reviewed and modified if further asbestos is found, or as asbestos is removed 
from the workplace. 
 
The register shall be made readily available to staff or contractors (PCBU) and workers who are 
carrying out/or intending to carry out work. 
  
Asbestos Management Plan 

Asbestos management plans are to be site specific and shall be utilised by the person with control 
of the workplace. All asbestos/ACM listed in the asbestos register shall be removed during 
construction work associated with the main project. 

Asbestos Removal Control Plan 

All maintenance and construction activities involving asbestos/ACM or suspected asbestos/ACM 
shall be carried out in accordance with guidelines shown below. 

Removal of asbestos/ACM must be performed under certain controlled conditions, depending on 
the type of asbestos/ACM product to be removed. 

The removal process does pose an increased risk to workers engaged in the removal, and may 
result in an increase of airborne fibre levels in adjacent occupied areas if the removal program is 
not strictly controlled. 

Removal of asbestos/ACM must be undertaken: 

 In accordance with the WHS Act (2011), WHS Regulation (2011) and applicable WHSQ 
Codes of Practice (refer references); 

 By an appropriately licensed asbestos removalist. 

No work shall be undertaken on asbestos/ACM that does not comply with the above. 

Where demolition or refurbishment works are to occur, and this work is likely to impact on 
asbestos/ACM, removal under controlled conditions must occur prior to these works commencing. 

The person with control of the workplace is to ensure that asbestos removal work is conducted with 
regard to requirements that include, but not be limited to the following: 



 

 The work is carried out by a contractor who is an appropriately licensed asbestos 
removalist; 

 An asbestos removal control plan is developed by the contractor engaged to carry out 
the removal work; 

 Correct notification is given to WHSQ of proposed asbestos/ACM removal works and 
permit issued; 

 

The asbestos removal control plan must be prepared by a licensed asbestos removalist and shall 
include, but not be limited to the following: 

 Details of the asbestos/ACM to be removed (as listed in asbestos register); 

 Process to ensure that correct notification is given to WHSQ for permit to be issued; 

 Preparation of the site including the erection of barriers and posting of signage to restrict 
access to the area; 

 Details how asbestos/ACM removal will be carried out (for example safe work method 
statements); 

 Details of licences and training/competencies required; 

 Selection of appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE); 

 The control of dust and residues resulting from the work; 

 Decontamination of workers, tools, and equipment; 

 Any required air/environmental monitoring; 

 Emergency procedures; 

 Clearance inspection and certificate once removal of asbestos/ACM is completed; 

 Details of how asbestos/ACM waste will be transported and disposed. 

 
Notification and Certification Process 
Any Contractor engaged to undertake works under this supplementary specification shall ensure 
that the Superintendent is provided with: 
 

 Copies of all relevant certification; 

 Copies of relevant Asbestos Management and Removal Control plans 

 Copies of notifications to relevant regulators in advance of the required 5 day notification 
period 

 Copy of clearance certification at the end of the removal works 

 Details of the licensed vehicles engaged to transport the waste 

 Copy of certificate from the relevant waste facility to confirm appropriate disposal of the 
waste 

If the removal work will be done by sub-contractors, then Council should ensure that the principal 
contractor has arrangements in place to request this information. 

8920.6 Work Operations 
Work operations incorporated in this item will include: 

a. Work operations listed in Clause 2.1.5 of MRS01 “Introduction to Specifications”; 

b. Supply of all materials, plant and equipment; 



 

c. Provision of all documentation and certification required to meet requirements of the 
relevant Codes of Practice and legislative requirements; 

d. Undertake demolition, excavation, removal and disposal of asbestos products in 
accordance with the relevant standards; 

e. Restoration of the excavated areas to levels and standards as identified on project plans or 
to support further works identified on project plans. 

8920.7 Measurement and Payment 
Work Operations under this Specification shall be claimed under the items listed in Clause 8920.4, 
as measured by the relevant unit whether as a distance along the centreline of the pipe/duct for 
linear measurements or as unit pricing for pit removal. 

 


