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Mackay is one of three cities to be selected by the Queensland  
Government to take part in its Active Towns Pilot program.

 

The $6 million program over three years includes the delivery of new  
walking and cycling infrastructure and education programs to increase  
walking and cycling in the region.

The program was launched with a number of  projects commencing  
early in 2013.  Already significant achievements have been made 
with the construction of new and extended cycleways, the opening 
of a secure bicycle parking facility, and plenty of fun and  
exciting bicycle activities and events.

Mackay Active Towns Program 



Community involvement
Active Towns Project Officer  

In October, Rhiannon Dooley joined Mackay Regional Council as the  
Active Towns Project Officer.

Rhiannon is responsible for developing partnerships with bicycle groups;  
promoting cycling through events and activities; and engaging the  
community on the challenges and opportunities for cycling in Mackay.

Walking and Cycling Advisory Committee

In February 2013, Council established a Walking and Cycling Advisory Committee.  The 
Committee meet bi-monthly to discuss issues facing pedestrians and cyclists in  
Mackay, as well as opportunities to improve conditions and promote active transport in 
the region.  

The Committee has already made some significant achievements, including:
•	 Providing	Council	with	detail	on	key	training	routes	throughout	the	region	to	 
 maximise the benefits Council’s street sweeping service;
•	 Providing	input	into	the	location	for	a	secure	bicycle	parking	facility	in	Mackay	City		
 Centre;
•	 Supporting	Active	Towns	events,	including	Mackay	Bicycle	Festival	and	the	 
	 launch	of	the	Memorial	Swim	Centre	Secure	Bicycle	Parking	facility.

Evaluation

Council has begun collecting information on the number of people walking and cycling 
in Mackay by undertaking pedestrian and cyclist counts have commenced at key loca-
tions.  During a one week period, 5277 pedestrians and 1636 cyclists were counted.  
Counts will be repeated at quarterly intervals for the duration of the project.

More than 600 people have completed the initial Active Towns community survey.  The 
survey will assess the attitudes and behaviours toward cycling in Mackay, and will be 
repeated upon completion of the Active Towns project.



Bicycle education
PCYC bicycle education facility upgrade

Mackay PCYC coordinates a bicycle education program for grade 4 students.  The  
program is run at the PCYC bicycle education facility, which was in much need of an 
upgrade.  The Active Towns project has upgraded this facility, providing new signage 
and much needed maintenance work.  Through the project, a bicycle trailer has been 
constructed to enable the PCYC to conduct an expanded community bicycle education 
program at a variety of regional locations.  The trailer carries a fleet of new bicycles and 
helmets (for both adults and children) to encourage the community to try cycling before 
needing to purchase a bicycle.

Safety Circus

A	partnership	involving	Queensland	Police	Service	and	Central	Queensland	Conserv-
atorium	of	Music	has	lead	to	the	development	of	‘Safety	Circus’	-	a	musical	theatre	
program promoting safe bicycle messages to primary school students in the Mackay 
Region.  

Safety	Circus	in	action.



Cross City Link - stage 1, $750,494.96

The Cross City Link project involves the construction of a  
2.5m shared path along the redundant rail corridor in  
Paradise	Street,	from	Milton	Street	to	Archibald	Street.	
  
Stage	1	of	the	project,	the	pathway	from	Milton	Street	to	 
Bridge	Road	now	completed.		It	connects	to	the	existing	path	 
on	George	Street,	making	it	safer	for	local	school	students	to	 
travel actively and reducing traffic congestion in the area.

Construction update

Gooseponds extension - stage 1, $285,909.09

The Gooseponds pathways will be extended through Mount Pleasant and Glenella with 
the	construction	of	a	2.5m	shared	path.		Stage	1	of	the	project	has	been	completed	
with	a	pathway	constructed	enabling	better	access	to	Magpies	Sporting	Precinct	and	
Glenella	State	School	for	local	residents.

Construction underway on the Cross City Link project.



Bluewater Trail - River Street extension, $1,218,181.18

A	2.5m	shared	path	has	been	constructed	between	River	Street	Boat	Ramp	and	Burns	
Street	to	extend	the	iconic	Bluewater	Trail.		The	extension	improves	the	link	between	
South	Mackay	and	East	Mackay	to	Mackay	City	Centre.		The	pathway	provides	an	 
off-road cycling option for workers and residents to ride into the City Centre.

Bluewater Trail - Caneland Park lighting, 
$190,909.09 

The	Bluewater	Trail	was	lit	up	at	Caneland	Park	
on	Monday	June	3.		This	section	of	the	Bluewater
trail	connects	key	destinations	within	the	CBD.

The installation of lighting in this area makes it 
safer for residents and workers to commute  
actively along the trail.  

Secure Bicycle Parking, $36,181.82

The	construction	of	a	Secure	Bicycle	Parking	 
facility	at	Memorial	Swim	Centre	has	been	
completed.  The facility will provide visitors to  
Mackay City Centre with access to secure  
bicycle parking, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week,  
as well as access to showers during Centre  
opening hours.

Memorial	Swim	Centre	secure	bicycle	parking	facility.

Trying out the new lighting along the trail.

Linemarking and safety improvements, $45,454.55

A review of current line marking standards has been undertaken to ensure consistent 
line markings and signage has been undertaken.  Line marking works have also been 
completed. 



Events & activities
Mackay Bicycle Festival

The	inaugural	Mackay	Bicycle	Festival	was	held	in	June	to	celebrate	all	things	bicycle.		
Festival	activities	included	bicycle	engraving	by	Queensland	Police	Service,	novelty	 
bicycle activities, bicycle artwork, an antique bicycle display, a bicycle maintenance 
workshop and a group ride.

Keen	cyclists	enjoy	an	early	morning	group	ride	along	the	Bluewater	Trail.

A local resident learns how to change a 
tyre at a bicycle maintenance workshop.

Creating community artwork at Mackay 
Bicycle	Festival.

Sargeant	Nigel	Dalton	engraves	bicycles	for	two	curious	riders.



Mercy College Bikeathon

The	Active	Towns	project	supported	the	Mercy	College	Bikeathon.		The	annual	event	
had more than 100 students participating in a group ride, with another 200 involved in 
a walk.  

Active...in the City program

Active in the City is an ongoing program of free health and fitness activities in the City 
Centre.  Activities include a range of walking, riding and running groups which have 
been supported by the Active Towns program.

Biggest	Loser	contestants,	Sam	and	Jess,	enjoy	early	morning	running	and	riding	activities.

Mercy College students ride the local streets.



2013-14 will be another big year for the Active Towns project:

•	 A	 second	 Secure	 Bicycle	 Parking	 facility	 will	 be	 constructed	 in	 
Mackay	CBD;

•	The	design	of	the	final	stages	of	the	Cross	City	Link	pathway	will	
be completed, ready for construction in the following year; 

•	The	second	stage	of	the	Gooseponds	extension	project	will	be	
constructed, providing a complete off-road connection from  
Glenella,	through	Mount	Pleasant	and	North	Mackay,	into	Mackay	
CBD;

•	Designs	for	a	connection	from	the	Cross	City	Link	to	the	Bluewater	
Trail via Queens Park will be completed;

•	Schools	benefiting	from	new	pathway	construction	projects	will	be	
engaged to work with Council on an active school travel program;

•	Activities,	events	and	programs	promoting	safe	cycling	and	walking	
will continue;

•	Monitoring	of	pathway	usage	by	pedestrians	and	cyclists	will	 
continue.

Please contact Rhiannon Dooley (Active Towns Project Officer) on  
4961 9684 or rhiannon.dooley@mackay.qld.gov.au for more  
information.

Coming soon!


