Delivering for our community
Mountain biking
plan on track
Mountain biking is tipped
to reach new heights in the
Mackay region.

Julieanne Gilbert MP, Mayor Greg Williamson and QRA Major General Richard
Wilson (Ret’d) turned the first sod at Queens Park in May.

Queens Park’s major makeover begins
The Queens Park revitalisation is under way.
Work is progressing to transform Queens Park into a diverse urban
parkland. Some of the key features of the new design include:
• Renovating the existing cricket change rooms
• New public toilets
• Improved car parking facilities
• Protection and enhancement of the historical Arboretum and
Palmetum
• Pedestrian and bikeway connectivity
• Lighting
• Yarning circle with cultural heritage design elements
• A dog park, additional picnic shelters, barbecues and bench seating.
This project is expected to be completed by June 2020.
The $8.8 million Queens Park revitalisation project is funded
by the Queensland Government.
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Mackay Waterfront
PDA taking shape

Solar power offers
huge savings

The Mackay Waterfront
Priority Development Area
(PDA) has taken another
major step forward.

All installations for council’s
renewable energy solar
project are complete, with
just a few connections to go.

The State Government has
approved council’s proposed
development scheme for the
Mackay Waterfront PDA. We have
the green light to meet with parties
interested in developing and
investing within the PDA, which
will improve the region’s liveability,
create jobs and boost investment
confidence. The PDA includes the
southern side of the Pioneer River,
the CBD and the water frontage
along Binnington Esplanade.

The project, installing solar power
on council facilities, is expected to
save nearly $17 million in electricity
costs over the next two decades.
Panels have been installed at
Artspace, Bluewater Lagoon,
Sarina Admin, Mount Bassett
Cemetery Rd, The Dome and the
Paget Water Treatment Laboratory.
Project cost: $2.2 million completion by 2019.

Council is developing a business
case and feasibility study for a
mountain bike park in the upper
Pioneer Valley, with an estimate
of up to 18,000 extra visitors per
year and more than $6 million in
economic benefit.
The feasibility study work has
entered the detailed investigation
phase, and council-appointed
consultants, World Trail and
Otium Planning Group, have been
on site looking at trail options.
As part of this, councillors along
with the consultants met with a
number of stakeholders to update
on the progress of the feasibility
study. More detailed workshops
will be held with stakeholders
when planning has progressed on
trail locations and network details.
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Liaison officers are
eyes on the ground

Boat ramp works

Cr Gee and Cr Paton take in the view
at Barber Drive Park.

New look for Barber
Drive Park
6

Barber Drive Park is now
open to the public following
a $380,000 upgrade.
The upgrade work at the
Blacks Beach park included the
installation of a new play combo,
picnic shelter, seating and a water
bubbler. Stairs were also installed
to improve connectivity between
Barber Drive and Chapman
Court, featuring platforms
allowing residents to stop and
enjoy the view.
The Barber Drive Park upgrade
has been funded by the
Queensland Government’s Works
for Queensland program.

Artist’s impression of the Camilleri
Street skate and youth hub.

Camilleri Street
Park works begin
Council has begun work
on stage one and two of
the Camilleri Street District
Park.
This work will double the size of
the popular Blacks Beach park,
making it the biggest and most
diverse park in the Northern
Beaches.
Construction is expected to
be completed by November,
weather permitting.
This project is jointly funded by
the Queensland Government
and Mackay Regional Council.
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As part of the Mackay Region
Fishing Strategy, council will
soon go to tender for carpark
works and lighting installation
at a number of boat ramps.

FINAL CONCEPT REPORT | CAMILLERI STREET SKATE AND YOUTH HUB

Victor Creek car park will receive
an extension, and CCTV solar
lighting will be installed at the
following locations, subject to
tender pricing:
• Bucasia boat ramp and carpark
• Sunset Blvd Eimeo Creek ramp,
head of ramp, car park and
rig/derig area
• Apsley Way ramp and car park
• Carpet Snake Creek car park
• Halliday Bay Slat Ramp.
This project is jointly funded by the
Australian Government through
the Building Better Regions Fund
and Mackay Regional Council.

Council has in place
volunteer Emergency Liaison
Officers (ELOs) to act as their
eyes and ears on the ground
during severe weather events.
ELOs are suitably placed in the
more remote parts of the region
and provide vital information
to the Mackay Local disaster
Management Group (LDMG)
on what is happening in their
community before, during and
after a disaster.
A number of areas in the region
were impacted during the 2018
bushfires and the more recent
monsoonal floods. ELOs were
one source providing important
information to the LDMG on the
impacts on those communities.
Two officers are located at
Bloomsbury, Midge Point and
Seaforth and one each at Halliday
Bay, Ball Bay and Habana.

Cr Laurence
Bonaventura
Phone: 0427 638 673
Email: cr.laurence.bonaventura
@mackay.qld.gov.au

Cr Ross Gee
Phone: 0438 549 002
Email: cr.ross.gee@
mackay.qld.gov.au

Shoal Point beach
access
Beach access near Volute
Street, at Shoal Point, has
been given a much-needed
revamp.
The old timber stairs had come
to the end of their useful life
making access to the beach,
down the steep dune difficult.
The $123,000 project includes
a recycled plastic boardwalk and
stairs, making access easier and
safer.

