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“I will not be lectured about sexism and misogyny by this man. I will not.” – Julia Gillard

10 years have passed since the iconic speech by the 27th Prime Minister of Australia and as predicted by those 
attending parliament that day, history was made. Julia Gillard’s justifiable anger at the shocking misogyny she 

had experienced during her leadership, exploded into a speech which has survived the test of time. 

International songwriter, concert artist and professional speaker Karen Jacobsen (the Australian voice of ‘Siri’), 
alongside the Queensland Symphony Orchestra have composed this full stage production celebrating the 

speech that sparked a conversation, Misogyny Opus Not Now Not Ever. 

Word for word, hear Julia Gillard’s historic speech accompanied by the powerhouse of these incredibly talented 
musicians, this April, live at the MECC. 

SCHOOL INFORMATION



The Mackay Entertainment and Convention Centre 
(MECC) is the largest convention and banqueting 
facility between Cairns and Brisbane, Australia. 

They are also the Mackay region’s premiere 
entertainment and performing arts venue. Business 
events to ballet, the venue is versatile, modern and 
within walking distance to numerous restaurants, bars 
and accommodation in Mackay’s City Centre.

About the Company

Written, Directed and Performed by Karen Jacobsen
Sound Design - Mark Blake
Lighting Design - Daniel Grace
Stage Design - Steven Newitt, Corby Stuart, Mark Blake, Daniel Grace

Cast & Creatives List

Karen Jacobsen 

International Concert Artist, Songwriter and Professional Speaker 
Karen Jacobsen, has a speaking voice that unexpectedly led to a 
unique pop culture status. Now heard in over a billion GPS and 
smartphone devices worldwide, including the original Aussie voice 
of ’Siri’, Karen Jacobsen is the voice of reason, telling listeners 
where to go and what to do daily. 

In real life, through her songs, concert performances and 
speaking presentations, she also entertains and inspires people to 
recalculate their way to their dream destination in life.

Cast & Creatives Bio

Queensland Symphony Orchestra (Applicable for select performances only)

At Queensland Symphony Orchestra, we create experiences that become extraordinary when shared.

Powered by music, our passionate and talented team works hard on and off the stage to bring out the best in 
people, and share in a sense of wonderment and excitement that is truly for everyone to enjoy.

At our core, we believe we all have the power to enrich lives and this becomes true with every uplifting 
experience we deliver for our audiences, partners and supporters.

Our live performances are our greatest opportunity to share our passion and joy with as many people 
as possible we are more powerful when we all come together to deliver and appreciate the sound and 
excitement that surrounds music.

Sought out for our refreshing approach to time-honoured music and new discoveries, we are a group of 
talented individuals who become extraordinary when we unite, with each other and our audiences.



Verbatim Theatre
Documentary Theatre
Musicals
Classical Music

Genres

Verbatim theatre uses the spoken words of real people. 

Misogyny Opus is exactly that. A speech by Australia’s first female Prime Minister, Julia Gillard, in Australian 
Parliament on 9th October 2012. Considered one of the most memorable and iconic speeches in Australian 
history, international singer and songwriter Karen Jacobsen, has transformed this speech, word for word into a 
contemporary piece of music accompanied by the Queensland Symphony Orchestra. 

Ask your students:
• Do you feel that this theatrical portrayal was more effective than the speech itself?
• If you were to put this speech to music, what style of music would you choose and why?

Documentary Theatre encompasses many sources of information, not just the one. In this performance, you will 
see images and newspaper articles related to the speech itself. Contextualising the speech with meaningful real 
content helps the audience feel the impact and power of the words spoken. 

Ask your students:
• What additional sources of information were provided during the performance?
• Did these additional sources of information provide insight into the speech itself?

Verbatim & Documentary Theatre

Misogyny Meaning
Oxford Dictionary: dislike of, contempt for, or ingrained prejudice against 
women.

Julia Gillard points out multiple instances of misogynistic behaviour by the 
Leader of the Opposition (Tony Abbot) in her speech. These include:

• Tony Abbot said, “…. that men have more power generally speaking 
than women, is that a bad thing?”

• Tony Abbot said, “… but what if men are by physiology or temperament, 
more adapted to exercise authority or to issue command?”

• Tony Abbot said, “…but now, there’s an assumption that this is a bad 
thing.” (When speaking of women being underrepresented.

• Tony Abbot said “What the housewives of Australia need to understand 
as they do the ironing…”

• Comments by Tony Abbot directed towards Julia Gillard, ““If the Prime 
Minister wants to, politically speaking, make an honest woman of 
herself…”, which Julia Gillard then notes would never have been said to 
any male in her position.

• Tony Abbot strategically placing himself in front of signs that say, ‘Ditch 
the Witch’ and ‘Bob Browns Bitch’.



Ask your students:
• What is the difference between misogyny and chauvinism? Chauvinism isn’t a hatred of women, it is a 

belief that males are superior whereas misogyny is a prejudice against women. 
• What is the difference between misogyny and sexism? Sexism can be discrimination towards any gender, 

not specifically female. 
• What are some actions we can take, as human rights advocates, to stamp out misogyny?

These useful tactics are sourced from:
 https://www.womankind.org.uk/misogyny-runs-deep-how-to-stand-up-to-sexist-language/ 

• Don’t validate a sexist comment with a laugh. By laughing, you’re saying ‘this is OK with me.’
• Don’t just let it pass. It’s not always easy to say something, but if it’s safe to do so, challenge the use of 

sexist language.
• Ask questions. What did they mean by that? Was it funny? Why did they feel the need to refer to the 

person’s gender?
• Remind them of their better self. Would they have said that if they were in a different setting?
• Or express outright disapproval. ‘I didn’t like what you said and I don’t think it’s funny.’
• Know your boundaries. If this turns into a debate, recognise your own limits and don’t feel guilty for 

shutting down the conversation.

Exploring the history of commissioned portraits 
of Australian Prime Ministers, Julia Gillard’s is 
instantly recognisable by its landscape design. 
The portrait is also distinguishable by the 
glimpse of blue skies and mountain ranges in a 
background window. 

Viewers may note the clothing is nondescript. A 
conscious decision from the first female Prime 
Minister, who commented to ABC News following 
the portraits unveiling;

“That was a really conscious discussion and choice. 
I mean one of the things that I think is frustrating for 
women in leadership roles at the moment, still, is 
that there is endless commentary about what they’re 
wearing,” 

Ask your students to compare and contrast 
portraits of Australian Prime Ministers, focusing on 
Julia Gillard. What makes this portrait so different 
from the others? What factors has the artist 
included that artists before had not? 

Portraits of Australian Prime Ministers  

Artist: Vincent Fantauzzo 

When looking at other portraits of Australian Prime Ministers - Julia Gillard’s is instantly recognisable and stands out from the rest.

https://www.womankind.org.uk/misogyny-runs-deep-how-to-stand-up-to-sexist-language/ 


What is your interpretation of Misogyny Opus – what does this performance mean to you?

The Misogyny Opus is a project that feels like it found me, and I felt totally compelled to set it to music. It was like 
a bolt from the blue, and I went with it.

The performance is very special to me - for the world premiere of the full pop orchestral work of my original 
composition to be in my home town with musicians from the state orchestra, delivering a message that is so 
desperately needed and the world seems finally read for. - It doesn’t get better than this. As a regional artist and a 
woman in the music industry, it’s an important moment to share this work.

Where were you when you first heard the iconic speech by Julia Gillard?

I was living in New York City and noticed many friends in Australia posting the video link to this speech. At the 
time, the impassioned delivery had me take notice, but it was years later I could appreciate the importance of the 
moment. Working with every word and every phrase for over a year has been an oratory masterclass.

What is your creative process when composing a piece, such as Misogyny Opus?

When there is text to set to music, I sit at the piano and put my hands on the keys and find the music comes. This 
is the longest work I have created, and a unique experience as a composer. There are quite a number of nights I 
lie awake with Julia Gillard’s powerful words swirling in my mind as I have been reviewing the music and the way 
it all fits together.

Why should the public come see Misogyny Opus?

This is such a unique way to hear the powerful words of an iconic speech. For those who know the speech well, 
it’s a refreshing way to experience the former Prime Minister’s words.

For those who are not familiar, it is an opportunity to learn about an important moment in Australian history. 

What effects are you hoping for this performance to have on the public?

As a performer my intention is to sing into people’s hearts. In this particular instance, the misogyny opus has such 
powerful words that have the potential to move listeners into action.

From my perspective bringing this project to life, it’s a creative advocacy project designed to spark conversations 
and to give encouragement and inspiration to women and to girls and to men and to boys and to all human 
beings to really think and act in a way that moves us to a world and to communities where there is actual equality.

It’s my great wish this pop orchestral work will create a wave of equality. Imagine if every school age student knew 
every word of this speech and it taught the message of equality.

What is your favourite line of the speech?

The very last line of the speech is my favorite line - “We are entitled to a better standard than this.” As someone 
who believes all human beings deserve equal respect, decency and care, this line is important to me.

My favorite lines to sing might be a different answer. There are some intricate sentences in the speech that are a 
lot of fun to sing.

Conversations with Karen Jacobsen



How did your passion for the arts begin?

I have been singing as long as I can remember. So the story goes, when I was 2 years of age in North Mackay, I 
would hum along to the radio while I ate my sandwiches. My first solo on stage was at the age of 5 at a concert in 
the Palmer Street hall. I was terrified, but transfixed and knew this was what I was meant to do.

Being born in Mackay, I had many early cultural opportunities, with school musicals at North Mackay Primary 
School directed by Mrs Tziolis, piano lessons right through my childhood with Mrs Pam Jensen, performing every 
year at the Mackay Eisteddfod in many sections at the Theatre Royal, and the phenomenal high school musicals 
at North Mackay State High School directed by Mrs Kathryn George.

I had such a love for the arts from a young age, but it was the opportunities through music education in state 
schools that gave me the environment to develop.

What is your advice for a budding musician hoping to ‘make it’ in the industry?

I’m passionate about creating opportunities for emerging songwriters, and have co-founded the Whitsundays 
Songwriter Festival. It can be a challenge being in a regional area to build a career in music, but there are many 
more opportunities now than when I was coming up.

Performing as often as possible is really important, to become as comfortable as you can on stage (stage 
nerves are real) and to develop your craft. Everything is at our fingertips now online, which is exciting for a young 
musician. I would also say “It Is Never Too Late To Recalculate” - something I would think to myself in 1980’s 
Mackay is “somebody has to grow up and be a professional singer and move to America, why not me?”

There are many different ways of creating a career in music, within and outside the traditional industry. I say run 
your own race.

What is the main quote you live by?

It Is Never Too Late To Recalculate. It is never too late to live your dream.

Conversations with Karen Jacobsen



https://thewest.com.au/lifestyle/home-decorating/Singapore-special-orchid-for-aussie-pm-ng-ya-320556 

Audience members will note the use of orchids during the performance and in marketing materials. This is in 
reference to the Dendrobium Julia Gillard - a beautiful, compact orchid hybrid that was named after Hon Julia 
Gillard in Singapore, in 2012.

Julia is one of the few people in the world to hold this honour, other dignitaries who have had flowers named 
after them in Singapore include former British PM Margaret Thatcher and former UN secretary-general Kofi 
Annan. 

Dendrobium Julia Gillard (Orchid)

https://thewest.com.au/lifestyle/home-decorating/singapores-special-orchid-for-aussie-pm-ng-ya-32055


Thank you very much Deputy Speaker and I rise to oppose the motion moved by the Leader of the 
Opposition. And in so doing I say to the Leader of the Opposition I will not be lectured about sexism and 
misogyny by this man. I will not. And the Government will not be lectured about sexism and misogyny by this 
man. Not now, not ever.

The Leader of the Opposition says that people who hold sexist views and who are misogynists are not 
appropriate for high office. Well, I hope the Leader of the Opposition has got a piece of paper and he is 
writing out his resignation. Because if he wants to know what misogyny looks like in modern Australia, he 
doesn’t need a motion in the House of Representatives, he needs a mirror. That’s what he needs.

Let’s go through the Opposition Leader’s repulsive double standards, repulsive double standards when it 
comes to misogyny and sexism. We are now supposed to take seriously that the Leader of the Opposition 
is offended by Mr Slipper’s text messages, when this is the Leader of the Opposition who has said, and this 
was when he was a minister under the last government – not when he was a student, not when he was in 
high school – when he was a minister under the last government.

He has said, and I quote, in a discussion about women being under-represented in institutions of power in 
Australia, the interviewer was a man called Stavros. The Leader of the Opposition says, “If it’s true, Stavros, 
that men have more power generally speaking than women, is that a bad thing?”

And then a discussion ensues, and another person says, “I want my daughter to have as much opportunity 
as my son.” To which the Leader of the Opposition says “Yeah, I completely agree, but what if men are by 
physiology or temperament, more adapted to exercise authority or to issue command?”

Then ensues another discussion about women’s role in modern society, and the other person participating in 
the discussion says, “I think it’s very hard to deny that there is an under representation of women,” to which 
the Leader of the Opposition says, “But now, there’s an assumption that this is a bad thing.”

This is the man from whom we’re supposed to take lectures about sexism. And then of course it goes on. 
I was very offended personally when the Leader of the Opposition, as Minister of Health, said, and I quote, 
“Abortion is the easy way out.” I was very personally offended by those comments. You said that in March 
2004, I suggest you check the records.

I was also very offended on behalf of the women of Australia when in the course of this carbon pricing 
campaign, the Leader of the Opposition said, “What the housewives of Australia need to understand as they 
do the ironing…” Thank you for that painting of women’s roles in modern Australia.

And then of course, I was offended too by the sexism, by the misogyny of the Leader of the Opposition 
catcalling across this table at me as I sit here as Prime Minister, “If the Prime Minister wants to, politically 
speaking, make an honest woman of herself…”, something that would never have been said to any man 
sitting in this chair. I was offended when the Leader of the Opposition went outside in the front of Parliament 
and stood next to a sign that said, “Ditch the witch.”

I was offended when the Leader of the Opposition stood next to a sign that described me as a man’s bitch. I 
was offended by those things. Misogyny, sexism, every day from this Leader of the Opposition. Every day in 
every way, across the time the Leader of the Opposition has sat in that chair, and I’ve sat in this chair, that is 
all we have heard from him.

And now, the Leader of the Opposition wants to be taken seriously, apparently, he’s woken up after this 
track record and all of these statements, and he’s woken up and he’s gone “Oh dear, there’s this thing called 
sexism, oh my lords, there’s this thing called misogyny. Now who’s one of them? Oh, the Speaker must be 
because that suits my political purpose.”

Transcript:
Julia Gillard’s Misogyny Speech



Doesn’t turn a hair about any of his past statements, doesn’t walk into this Parliament and apologise to the 
women of Australia. Doesn’t walk into this Parliament and apologise to me for the things that have come out 
of his mouth. But now seeks to use this as a battering ram against someone else.

Well, this kind of hypocrisy should not be tolerated, which is why this motion from the Leader of the 
Opposition should not be taken seriously.

And then second, the Leader of the Opposition is always wonderful about walking into this Parliament and 
giving me and others a lecture about what they should take responsibility for.

Always wonderful about that – everything that I should take responsibility for, now apparently including 
the text messages of the Member for Fisher. Always keen to say how others should assume responsibility, 
particularly me.

Well can anybody remind me if the Leader of the Opposition has taken any responsibility for the conduct of 
the Sydney Young Liberals and the attendance at this event of members of his front bench.

Has he taken any responsibility for the conduct of members of his political party and members of his 
front bench who apparently when the most vile things were being said about my family, raised no voice 
of objection? Nobody walked out of the room; no-one walked up to Mr Jones and said that this was not 
acceptable.

Instead, of course, it was all viewed as good fun until it was run in a Sunday newspaper and then the Leader 
of the Opposition and others started ducking for cover.

Big on lectures of responsibility, very light on accepting responsibility himself for the vile conduct of 
members of his political party.

Third, Deputy Speaker, why the Leader of the Opposition should not be taken seriously on this motion.
The Leader of the Opposition and the Deputy Leader of the Opposition have come into this place and have 
talked about the Member for Fisher. Well, let me remind the Opposition and the Leader of the opposition 
party about their track record and association with the Member for Fisher.

I remind them that the National Party preselected the Member for Fisher for the 1984 election, that the 
National Party preselected the Member for Fisher for the 1987 election, that the Liberals preselected Mr 
Slipper for the 1993 election, then the 1996 election, then the 1998 election, then for the 2001 election, 
then for the 2004 election, then for the 2007 election and then for the 2010 election.

And across these elections, Mr Slipper enjoyed the personal support of the Leader of the Opposition. I 
remind the Leader of the Opposition that on 28 September 2010, following the last election campaign, 
when Mr Slipper was elected as Deputy Speaker, the Leader of the Opposition at that stage said this, and I 
quote.

He referred to the Member for Maranoa, who was also elected to a position at the same time, and then 
went on as follows: “And the Member for Fisher will serve as a fine complement to the Member for Scullin 
in the chair. I believe that the Parliament will be well-served by the team which will occupy the chair in this 
chamber. I congratulate the Member for Fisher, who has been a friend of mine for a very long time, who has 
served this Parliament in many capacities with distinction.”

The words of the Leader of the Opposition on record, about his personal friendship with Mr [Slipper], and on 
record about his view about Mr Slipper’s qualities and attributes to be the Speaker.

No walking away from those words, they were the statement of the Leader of the Opposition then. I remind 
the Leader of the Opposition, who now comes in here and speaks about apparently his inability to work with 
or talk to Mr Slipper. I remind the Leader of the Opposition he attended Mr Slipper’s wedding.

Did he walk up to Mr Slipper in the middle of the service and say he was disgusted to be there? Was that 
the attitude he took? No, he attended that wedding as a friend.



The Leader of the Opposition keen to lecture others about what they ought to know or did know about Mr 
Slipper. Well with respect, I’d say to the Leader of the Opposition after a long personal association including 
attending Mr Slipper’s wedding, it would be interesting to know whether the Leader of the Opposition was 
surprised by these text messages.

He’s certainly in a position to speak more intimately about Mr Slipper than I am, and many other people in 
this Parliament, given this long personal association.

Then of course the Leader of the Opposition comes into this place and says, and I quote, “Every day 
the Prime Minister stands in this Parliament to defend this Speaker will be another day of shame for this 
Parliament, another day of shame for a government which should already have died of shame.”

Well can I indicate to the Leader of the Opposition the Government is not dying of shame, my father did not 
die of shame, what the Leader of the Opposition should be ashamed of is his performance in this Parliament 
and the sexism he brings with it. Now about the text messages that are on the public record or reported in 
the – that’s a direct quote from the Leader of the Opposition so I suggest those groaning have a word with 
him.

On the conduct of Mr Slipper, and on the text messages that are in the public domain, I have seen the press 
reports of those text messages. I am offended by their content. I am offended by their content because I am 
always offended by sexism. I am offended by their content because I am always offended by statements that 
are anti-women.

I am offended by those things in the same way that I have been offended by things that the Leader of the 
Opposition has said, and no doubt will continue to say in the future. Because if this today was an exhibition 
of his new feminine side, well I don’t think we’ve got much to look forward to in terms of changed conduct.
I am offended by those text messages. But I also believe, in terms of this Parliament making a decision about 
the speakership, that this Parliament should recognise that there is a court case in progress. That the judge 
has reserved his decision, that having waited for a number of months for the legal matters surrounding Mr 
Slipper to come to a conclusion, that this Parliament should see that conclusion.

I believe that is the appropriate path forward, and that people will then have an opportunity to make up their 
minds with the fullest information available to them.

But whenever people make up their minds about those questions, what I won’t stand for, what I will never 
stand for is the Leader of the Opposition coming into this place and peddling a double standard. Peddling 
a standard for Mr Slipper he would not set for himself. Peddling a standard for Mr Slipper he has not set for 
other members of his front bench.

Peddling a standard for Mr Slipper that has not been acquitted by the people who have been sent out to say 
the vilest and most revolting things like his former Shadow Parliamentary Secretary Senator Bernardi.

I will not ever see the Leader of the Opposition seek to impose his double standard on this Parliament. 
Sexism should always be unacceptable. We should conduct ourselves as it should always be unacceptable. 
The Leader of the Opposition says do something; well, he could do something himself if he wants to deal 
with sexism in this Parliament.

He could change his behaviour, he could apologise for all his past statements, he could apologise for 
standing next to signs describing me as a witch and a bitch, terminology that is now objected to by the front 
bench of the Opposition.

He could change a standard himself if he sought to do so. But we will see none of that from the Leader of 
the Opposition because on these questions he is incapable of change. Capable of double standards, but 
incapable of change. His double standards should not rule this Parliament.

Good sense, common sense, proper process is what should rule this Parliament. That’s what I believe is the 
path forward for this Parliament, not the kind of double standards and political game-playing imposed by the 
Leader of the Opposition now looking at his watch because apparently a woman’s spoken too long.



I’ve had him yell at me to shut up in the past, but I will take the 
remaining seconds of my speaking time to say to the Leader of the 
Opposition I think the best course for him is to reflect on the standards 
he’s exhibited in public life, on the responsibility he should take for his 
public statements; on his close personal connection with Peter Slipper, 
on the hypocrisy he has displayed in this House today.

And on that basis, because of the Leader of the Opposition’s 
motivations, this Parliament today should reject this motion and the 
Leader of the Opposition should think seriously about the role of 
women in public life and in Australian society because we are entitled 
to a better standard than this.

For school bookings please contact Telina James
telina.james@mackay.qld.gov.au
ph: 49619767
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