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Mackay Regional Council 
Natural Environment Advisory Committee 

 
MINUTES OF MEETING 

 
12.30pm, Tuesday, 19th May, 2015 

 

Venue:  Council Chambers 

 
Attendance:  Cr Jones (Councillor Representative and acting Chair), Gerard Carlyon (Director Community and Client Services), Lisa Kermode (Natural 

Environment Coordinator), Peter Owen (Manager Parks and Environment), Margaret Lane (Pioneer Catchment and Landcare Group 
Representative), Debbie Chamberlain (Sarina Landcare Catchment Management Association Representative), Christine Petersen (Mackay 
Regional Pest Management Group Proxy), Rob Cocco (Reef Catchments Representative), Caitlin Davies (Community Representative), Matthew 
Newland (Community Representative). 

   
Apologies: Cr Morgan (Committee Chair and Councillor Representative), Caroline Sandral (Community Representative), Lalith Gunasekera (Mackay 

Regional Pest Management Group Representative). 
 

ITEMS COMMENTS ACTION / RECOMENDATION 
DATE TO BE 
COMPLETED 

 1.0 Welcome to new community 
and agency representatives 

The acting Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and 
committee members introduced themselves. 

  

 2.0  Confirmation of minutes Minutes of the meeting held 17
th

 February 2015 were 
confirmed as being true and correct. 

Moved – Margaret Lane  

Seconded – Lisa Kermode 

  

 3.0 Councillor update on  
acceptance of the  previous 
minutes by Council 

Cr Jones confirmed that the previous minutes were 
received at Council’s Ordinary Meeting on 11

th
 March 

2015. 

There was no discussion regarding the minutes. 

  

 4.0 Business arising from the 
previous minutes 

The action list from the previous meeting held 17
th

 
February 2015 was reviewed and updated. 

Rob Cocco asked for a copy of the Land Acquisition Policy. 

 

 

Lisa to email the policy to Rob Cocco. 
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ITEMS COMMENTS ACTION / RECOMENDATION 
DATE TO BE 
COMPLETED 

 5.0  Presentation 

 5.1 Environmental Ranger activities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 5.2 Planning Scheme presentation 

 

 

The Environmental Ranger Jenni Bailey presented an 
overview of her activities. 

Rob Cocco suggested the Reef Catchments may have 
funding to contribute to surveillance cameras or other 
enforcement activities, if additional resources would be 
beneficial. 

The committee raised concern that a fine for illegal 
dumping had been appealed and was withdrawn.   

Margaret Lane queried whether the community had been 
advised not to stack grass clippings around street trees.  A 
brochure is given to the adjacent property that outlines 
do's and don’ts when street trees are planted and when 
problem areas noted. 

Margaret queried whether funding for the ranger from the 
Natural Environment Levy was originally a trial only.  

Suggestion that local community newsletters and 
neighbourhood watch newsletters may be a good way to 
contact local communities. 

The Environmental Ranger explained the other compliance 
roles within council including local laws and the 
development compliance teams. 

 

Strategic Planner Rachel Daniels gave a presentation on 
the Draft Mackay Region Planning Scheme and how the 
zoning and overlays can protect the natural environment 
including vegetation.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Discussion to be held with Heath and Regulatory 
Services to clarify on how they accept appeals. 

 

 

 

 

 

Lisa to investigate and report back at next meeting. 

 

Environmental Ranger to contact Community 
Development staff for newsletter contacts. 

 

 

 

 

A copy of the presentation will be circulated to 
committee members. 

Staff to be asked to provide a worked example of 
how the zoning and overlays protect vegetation 
and biodiversity – using the East Point site as an 
example. 

 

 6.0 General Business 

 6.1 Communications 

 

 

Lisa highlighted the number of news items and publicity 
about natural environment activities over the past two 
months.  There has been good coverage in the media. 
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ITEMS COMMENTS ACTION / RECOMENDATION 
DATE TO BE 
COMPLETED 

 

 

 

 

 

 6.2 Green Army update 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A new section has been added to the Environment page on 
Council’s website highlighting environmental news. 

The Natural Environment Levy brochure has been printed 
and was circulated. 

 

Council currently has two Green Army programs running.   

The Beach Green Army team started in April and has been 
undertaking work at several coastal sites including Iluka 
Park where weed control has been undertaken in the 
recently fenced area.   

The Riparian team has continued its work along the Blue 
Water Trail and at Demoleyns lagoon, and has assisted 
with fencing at Landings Road, Koumala. 

Rob Cocco mentioned that the Federal government is 
likely to continue its focus on the Green Army program, 
particularly in relation to coastal and waterway activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 7.0 Financials The committee received the financial report as at end of 
April.   

It was noted that spending was on track to meet the 
budget by the end of the financial year. 

  

 8.0 Other Business 

 8.1 Roadside spraying 

 

 

 

 

 8.2 Acknowledgment of retiring 
members 

 

Margaret raised a community member’s concern with 
spraying of roadsides at Diane St, Andergrove where rare 
Painted Snipe birds have been sighted as well as near a 
stormwater drain off Celeber Drive.  

 

Letters of thanks for retiring members are currently being 
prepared. 

 

Margaret to raise a customer request so relevant 
department can action. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meeting closed 2.10pm.  Next meeting TBA 


