
Annual Report - Year 3 - 2014/15 

Mackay Active Towns Program 

Mackay was one of three ci�es to be selected by the Queensland Government 

to take part in its Ac�ve Towns Pilot program.  

 

The $6 million program over three years, is now completed. The program 

provided the delivery of new walking and cycling infrastructure and educa�on 

programs to increase walking and cycling in the region. 

 

Significant achievements were made in Year Three of the project with the 

construc�on of new and extended shared pathways, the opening of a secure 

bicycle parking facility, and plenty of fun and exci�ng bicycle ac�vi�es and 

events. 



Evaluation and Feedback 
 

Behavioural and A)tudinal survey 

The year three survey was undertaken by State Government in April 2015. The survey followed the same format as 

the previous year and was completed by 400 local residents in the form of a phone interview and assessed a)tudes 

towards cycling, knowledge of Ac�ve Towns infrastructure and current par�cipa�on rates for walking and cycling. 

 

Pedestrian and Cyclist quarterly counts  

These counts con�nued in year three and once again showed a slight upward trend which is promising considering 

the popula�on of Mackay has con�nued to decrease.  

There are six count sites on pathway loca�ons around Mackay and mo�on ac�vated, infrared night vision cameras 

record date, �me, direc�on of travel, pedestrian or cyclist, gender, age group (child, adolescent, adult) and weather. 

 

Feedback 

On the 2
nd

 of July, 2015 Mackay Regional Council (MRC) received the following compliment from a West Mackay 

resident: 

 

I would like to congratulate and thank MRC for their fantas�c work on bike and pedestrian paths. I live in 

West Mackay and o�en cycle for fitness and walk my dog daily. Every week I see new projects being started 

or completed, and I have a great choice of walking and cycling routes in my area. Both my husband and I can 

cycle to our workplaces (Paget and CBD) on off-road paths, which is excellent. We have even gone down to a 

one-car household. Keep up the good work MRC. 

 



Construction Update 
 

Cross City Link - $767,000 (Stage 2) and $314,500 (Stage 3) 

The Cross City Link project involved the construc�on of the 2.5m shared pathway along the redundant rail corridor. 

Stage 2 - Bridge Road to Webberley Street and Stage 3 - Webberley Street to Archibald Street are now complete 

and connects Stage 1 (completed in year one) to Paget (a large industrial area).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CBD Improvements - $1,090,000   

The CBD Improvements project involved the con�nua�on of the construc�on of the 2.5m shared pathway along the 

redundant rail corridor from Sydney Street to Victoria Street and is now completed. 

 

The Cross City Link and the CBD Improvements projects connect the Mackay City Centre to Paget and bisects the 

popular Bluewater Trail providing mul�ple op�ons for safe, off-road ac�ve travel.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Construction Update (continued) 
 

Gooseponds Missing Link - Stage 2 - $1,352,000 

The Gooseponds Missing Link project involved the construc�on of a 2.5m shared pathway that closed a gap 

between two sec�ons of pathway along Goosepond Creek. Stage 2 went under the Bruce Highway and then east to 

Willets Road and north to Fairmeadow Drive and Greenfields retail precinct. This vital sec�on of pathway provides 

only the third completely off-road crossing of the Bruce Highway in Mackay. 

 

 

Bluewater Trail  Extension - $479,000 

The Bluewater Trail Extension project involved the 

construc�on of the 2.5m shared pathway along Bridge 

Road from the exis�ng pathway at Irving Street  

through to Quota Park on Binnington Esplanade.  

The 16.2km Bluewater Trail loop is an on-going project 

that is now approximately 88% complete. 

 

 

Sarina Infrastructure Link - $297,000 

Upgrades to the pathway between Railway Square, St Anne’s Catholic Primary School and Sarina State High School 

are now completed. These upgrades included blocking off a laneway to through traffic, upgrading and widening 

pathways and installa�on of a ramp and safety fences at a railway crossing.  

 

 

 



Bicycle Education 

Safety Circus  
A partnership between the Queensland Police Service and the Central Queensland Conservatorium of Music has led 

to the development of ‘Safety Circus’ – an interac�ve musical theatre program promo�ng bicycle safety, bullying 

strategies and protec�ve behaviour messages to grade 3 students. 

Funding assistance from Ac�ve Towns allowed the ‘Safety Circus’ Tour to take place again in 2015. The tour ran from 

February 16 – March 3 and included 30 shows performed to grade 3 students from 43 local schools reaching 1970 

students and 340 teachers and parents. Over the four years that Safety Circus has been run 6482 students have been 

reached with the messages that the show teaches. 

School Holiday Bicycle Educa�on  
‘Learn to be a confident rider’ courses facilitated by 

PCYC were offered the whole family during the 

September 2014, April 2015 and June 2015 school 

holidays. The free two hour course provided the 

opportunity to learn about bike safety, basic bike 

maintenance and road rules. The provision of a bike 

trailer in year one of Ac�ve Towns, allowed courses 

to run at a number of loca�ons around the region 

including Marian, Sarina, Beaconsfield and Mackay. These courses have been 

popular with a number of the courses booking out and addi�onal courses being 

added.  

Adult Cycling Confidence Building Course 

The adult cycling confidence building course opened for expressions of 

interest in April 2015 and received enough interest to run in June 2015. All 

interested par�es were female and aged 30-69. Also facilitated by PCYC, 

the four sessions were slow paced and concentrated on regaining the 

confidence to ride before heading out onto quiet streets. 

One aKendee’s feedback was: 

Thank you Tegan [instructor], it was a pleasure to meet you and a great 

feeling to be able to ride a bike again! 



Events and Activities 

 

Na�onal Ride2Work Day 2014  

Na�onal Ride2Work Day celebrates the benefits of riding to work and the community that supports it.  

On Wednesday October 15, 2014 a breakfast event was held in conjunc�on with the official opening of the CBD 

Bicycle Storage facility at the Bluewater Quay. A healthy breakfast was provided to those who rode to work on the 

day and a local radio sta�on were broadcas�ng from the event, promo�ng the new cycling facility and the benefits of 

riding to work. 

Love to Ride—Mackay Cycle Challenge  

The Love to Ride—Mackay Cycle Challenge was a three week, workplace based cycle challenge that took place from 

the 6th – 26th of October, 2014. Workplaces registered based on the size of the organisa�on and the aim of the 

challenge was to get the greatest percentage of the organisa�on to do at least one 10 minute ride over the challenge 

period. The idea of the challenge was to remind people how enjoyable and easy riding a bicycle can be. A total for 

644 par�cipants from 56 different workplaces took part. 53% of par�cipants were non-cyclists and of the non-cyclists 

76% were female.  The top three organisa�ons from each of the six size categories were presented with cer�ficates 

in a presenta�on ceremony aOer the challenge. 



Events and Activities (continued) 

 
Ride2School Day 2015  

Na�onal Ride2School Day is a great ini�a�ve that promotes to school communi�es that riding to school is an easy 

and fun ac�vity. In the lead up to Ride2School Day on Friday March 13, 2015 schools were invited to register for a 

Ride2School Day pack that included promo�onal material and boxes of fruit.  Five schools registered and took part in 

the day.  

Below are some photos of the students from St Mary’s Catholic Primary School taking part in Ride2School Day. 

Bike Week 2015 

Bike Week 2015 took place from April 25 - May 3, with the aim of pedalling the message of ge)ng more people 

cycling more oOen. In Mackay a Bike Week program was designed to include free events that encourage people of 

all ages, sizes and cycling abili�es to get on their bike. The 2015 program included cyclefest mackay, social rides, a 

ride to work breakfast, a bike mechanics workshop, a mums and bubs ride, a roller racing event and a superhero 

themed community ride with the Queensland Police on the last Sunday of Bike Week. 



Events and Activities (continued) 

 

Cross City Link Official Opening  

On Saturday July 4 2015, residents were invited to take a ride with the Mayor as 

part of the opening of the Cross City Link. The pathway was opened by Mayor 

Deirdre Comerford and State Member for Mackay 

Julieanne Gilbert. The Cross City Link provides a 

significant off-road link between the Mackay City 

Centre and the Paget Industrial area and makes  

great use of the redundant rail corridor. 

Bubble Run  

A bubble themed fun run was held on Sunday July 5 2015 as the official opening of the Gooseponds Missing Link and 

to recognise the comple�on of the Ac�ve Towns Program. There was a three and five kilometre course op�on for 

runners and walkers to choose from and a Bubble Zone at the start/finish area for everyone to enjoy aOer their run. 

It was a great celebra�on of what Ac�ve Towns has provided the Mackay region with, which will have great impacts 

on the health and wellbeing of local residents into the future. The pathway was opened by Mayor Deirdre Comerford 

and State Member for Mackay Julieanne Gilbert.  



 
Advertising and Marketing 

Printed Materials 
 
Rides of the Region Brochure - www.mackay.qld.gov.au/ridesoOheregion 

 

Gooseponds Walk Brochure -  hKp://www.mackay.qld.gov.au/community/fitness_and_health/ac�ve_towns/useful_links/

gooseponds  

 

 

 



Television Adver�sing 

Adver�sements for the Bubble Run aired on Channel 7. 

 

Newspaper Adver�sing 
 
Adver�sements were printed in the local newspaper, Daily Mercury, for Ride2Work Day, Bike Week and Bubble Run 

 

Pakmag Adver�sing 
 
Adver�sements were printed in a local magazine for parents and kids (pakmag), for Bubble Run, Bike Week, Ride2School, 

monthly community rides and School Holiday Bicycle Educa�on Courses. 

 

Radio Adver�sing 
 
Adver�sements were aired on local radio sta�ons for Ride2Work Day, cyclefest Mackay (Bike Week) and Bubble Run. 

 

Social Media 
 
All Ac�ve Towns news items, events and ac�vi�es have been promoted through council’s Facebook page and TwiKer account. 

Advertising and Marketing (continued) 

Walking and Cycling Advisory Committee 

Bi-monthly mee�ngs of this commiKee con�nued throughout the third year of the Ac�ve Towns program with 

representa�on from Mackay Regional Council, Department of Transport and Main Roads, Department of Na�onal 

Parks, Recrea�on, Sport and Racing, Queensland Police, local cycling groups and local advocacy group Bicycle  

Mackay. The CommiKee con�nues to look for opportuni�es to improve condi�ons and promote ac�ve travel in the 

region. 


