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Sarina

Sarina Neighbourhood News
Sarina Neighbourhood Centre aims to keep you up-to-date with what’s happening in your community and the 

programs, projects, events and initiatives that matter to you.   

Centre farewells Marg

As long as Sarina has had a Neighbourhood 
Centre, Margaret McDowall has been at the 
helm, always driving the next big event or 
program at the facility.

Marg has talked about retiring for years, but another 
exciting event has always popped up for her to 
deliver and that’s always kept retirement in the 
“soon, but not yet” phase. However, we are blaming 
COVID-19 for coming along and allowing her to 
rest long enough to finally make the transition. Marg 
finishes up with us next Friday, October 16.

Marg’s efforts have made the Sarina community 
more vibrant, more caring and more fun! From 
amazing Seniors Week lunches and Queensland 
Day celebrations to the packed Sarina Women’s 
Week Awards, the events Marg has been at the helm 
of have been amazing successes. And who could 
forget the Sarina Barbecue Rules event or the recent 
Selfless Seniors project which gave recognition to 
so many amazing elderly residents.

We at the Neighbourhood Centre would like to wish 
Marg all the best in her retirement and would also 
like to extend a welcome to her replacement, Peta 
Snell. 

Pictured: Sarina Neighbourhood Centre officer Margaret 
McDowall is set to retire on Friday, October 16.

Pictured: Marg, Amanda Whitaker and Mayor Greg 
Williamson celebrate the Neighbourhood Centre turning 
five. 
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Sarina Museum was pleased to unveil 
15 family plaques on Monday afternoon, 
September 14.  

BECAUSE of COVID-19, Museum volunteers 
were unable to have the usual family gathering 
and morning tea, so on Saturday, September 
12, the Museum opened for family and friends to 
come and pick up their books (with family stories 
in) and view their family plaque. A lovely day was 
had by all who attended. 

On Monday afternoon, the Mayor and Deputy 
Mayor unveiled 15 family plaques, which brings 
the total number of family plaques to 429. The 
event was done as a virtual unveiling and was 
streamed on the Sarina Museum facebook page 
for everyone to view. The Memory Lane books 
are now available for purchase at the Sarina 
Council office.

The Museum is open each Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Friday from 9am to 2pm.

Field of Dreams Memory 
Lane plaques unveiled

Sarina Museum volunteers, councillors and staff attended an unveiling ceremony that was filmed for the families having their 
plaques unveiled.

Mayor Greg Williamson, Deputy Mayor Karen May, Jenny Boswood 
and Carolyn Scott at the unveiling.

Mayor Greg Williamson unveils a summary of the latest plaques 
with Carolyn Scott and Deputy Mayor Karen May.

COME and enjoy an evening of laughter at the annual 
“Concert Night” to be held at 6pm Saturday, October 24,  
2020 at the Sarina Wesleyan Methodist Church, 87 
Range Road. It will be a great evening of shared jokes, 
skits, poems, stories, musical items, etc. This will be 
followed by supper together.

You are welcome to bring family and friends along. It’s a 
great way to keep everyone’s minds off all the “pandemic” 
news over recent months and just have a time of laughter 
together. 
Please ring 4956 2510 or 0468 473 459 for more 
information. 

Sarina Wesleyan Methodist Church Concert Night
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THE Sarina Neighbourhood Centre coordinated free Food 
Safety Training for the non-profit organisations in Sarina district 
who provide catering at events. This activity was held at the 
Bob Wood Cultural Hall on Wednesday, September 9. Training 
and resources on safe food handling practices were provided 
by council’s coordinator of Environmental Health, Debbie 
Adams and Environmental Health officer David Soutar. All 
participants will be provided with a Certificate of Attendance.

A temporary stall was set up outside on the night to show 
exactly what is required when catering at an event. This is the 
very first time that a council Food Safety Training Workshop 
has had a temporary stall set up to complement the training. 
MECC chefs Carly and Kes gave a cooking demonstration 
in the temporary stall and each attendee received a beautiful 
gourmet barbecue meal and dessert to finish off the evening.

This free workshop was funded by State Department of 
Communities, Disability Services and Women through the 
Thriving Communities Initiative.    

ANTI-POVERTY week runs from October 11 
to October 17 and council and the Sarina 
Neighbourhood Centre are once again gathering 
food donations for those in need. We are putting 
the call out to residents to bring in in-date,  
non-perishable food items to help fill the pantries 
of our charities. Toiletries are also most welcome. 

Food and donations can be dropped at the 
Sarina Neighbourhood Centre between now and 
October 22.  All donations will then be collected 
on Friday, October 23 and donated to charity. 
The designated charity in Sarina is the Sarina 
Interchurch Council. Poverty is not something that 
our region is immune from. Each week, charities 
give out hundreds of food parcels to those in 
need. Your generosity is appreciated.

Sarina Food Safety Training Workshop

Anti-poverty Week



Regional News published by  | Mackay Regional Council | © 2020 

Sarina Neighbourhood Centre
Sarina Neighbourhood Centre is a Mackay Regional Council service, which receives funding from the State 

Department of Communities, Child Safety and Disabilities through the Neighbourhood Centre’s Initiative. 

facebook.com/sarinaneighbourhoodcentre

Services available: 

• Information, advice and referral

• Community information directories

• Community newsletters and notice board

• Sarina events calendar 

• Community education activities

• Emergency relief funding

Facilities available:

• A meeting room for community members and groups 
to utilise during the centre’s operating hours

• An office for visiting services to meet with clients 
during the centre’s operating hours

• Centrelink access point for self services

The Sarina Neighbourhood Centre is located next to 
Mackay Regional Council Client Services Centre,  
65 Broad Street, Sarina.

Phone: 4961 9290 or 4961 9283 
Email: margaret.mcdowall@mackay.qld.gov.au or 
amanda.whitaker@mackay.qld.gov.au

MAINLY Music, a program for mums and 
children 0-5, is held in St Luke’s Hall from 
9.30am to 11am each Friday morning during 
school terms. 

As numbers are limited, it is essential that you 
contact Kari on 0407132183 to register.

Head to St Luke’s for 
Mainly Music
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Mackay Shifts

DAY SERVICE TIME

MONDAY
Sarina Neighbourhood 

Centre
9am - 11am

TUESDAY Salvation Army Mackay 10am - noon

TUESDAY
Lendlease Canelands 

Central
6pm - 8pm

WEDNESDAY CASA 9am - 11am

WEDNESDAY Anglicare 6pm - 8pm

THURSDAY New Life Church 9am - 11am

FRIDAY SVDP Juliet Church 9am - 11am

SUNDAY ADRA 10am -noon

SUNDAY
Lendlease Canelands 

Central
4pm - 6pm

Weekly cuppa  
at park catch-up

orangesky.org.au/locations


