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International Women’s Day 2023 #embraceequity
International Women’s Day (IWD) provides an important opportunity for teachers to educate and 
inspire students about gender equality. 

This year’s theme #EmbraceEquity supports a world of fair access and opportunity for all. 
Undeniably, equity is an action we advocate for our students, regardless of gender, race, culture 
or background.

Here in Australia, we celebrate International Women’s Day alongside many other countries. This 
year, here in Mackay, we celebrate the day with two notable events, Zonta/DBCT International 
Women’s Day Luncheon Fundraiser, and Misogyny Opus – Not Now, Not Ever which turns Julia 
Gillard’s historical Misogyny speech (word for word) into a pop orchestral performance.

Seeking International Women’s Day activities for your 
classroom? Check this out!

Colour your world with inspirational women!

The MECC are hosting an IWD colour in competition! Use colour in sheets provided on the 
IWD website (here) to reflect upon and discuss these select women – their paths have not been 
easy, start a discussion why.

Two winners!

  Primary School Students – Win a prize pack filled with stationery and a copy of  
  the book, “Good Night Stories for Rebel Girls: 100 tales of extraordinary   
  women”

  High School Students – Win a prize pack filled with stationery and a copy of  
  Julia Gillard’s book, “Not Now, Not Ever”

Don’t forget to write your name, age and year level, and contact phone number on 
the back of your entry! 

Submit your entry at the MECC Box Office before close of business Monday 20 February. 
The winner will be announced at the student premiere of Misogyny Opus, by our judge Karen 
Jacobsen and contacted via phone.

Check out the teaching resources available on the IWD website. There is a variety of classroom 
activities for all ages. We particularly enjoyed watching the video, “What if men and women 
switched for the day?” This video is a great way to explore gender inequality across the globe, 
and reflect on how we #EmbraceEquity here at home. 

Sketch inspired by James S. Davis. US Dept of Defense. Public domain.

Sketch inspired by Stefan Müller photograph Germany CC BY 2.0 Wikimedia Commons.

GRETA THUNBERG

.CLIMATE ACTIVIST.

Competition 
Time!

https://www.internationalwomensday.com/Activity/17554/IWD-Coloring-In-Sheets 
https://www.internationalwomensday.com/School-Resources
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MISOGYNY OPUS - NOT NOW, NOT EVER

Friday 24 February - 11am (Student Performance)
Term 1 Week 5
60 minutes, no interval + Q&A discussion post show
Recommended for Ages 13+

“... I will not be lectured about sexism and misogyny by this man. I will not. And 
the Government will not be lectured about sexism and misogyny by this man. 
Not now, not ever” Julia Gillard

10 years have passed since the iconic speech by the 27th Prime Minister of Australia and as predicted by those 
attending parliament that day, history was made. Julia Gillard’s justifiable anger at the shocking misogyny she had 
experienced during her leadership exploded into a speech which has survived the test of time. 

International songwriter, concert artist and professional speaker Karen Jacobsen (the Australian voice of ‘Siri’), alongside 
the Queensland Symphony Orchestra, has composed this full stage production celebrating the speech that sparked a 
conversation, Misogyny Opus Not Now Not Ever. 

Word for word, hear Julia Gillard’s historic speech accompanied by the powerhouse of these incredibly talented 
musicians, this February, live at the MECC. 

Featuring Karen Jacobsen and musicians from Queensland Symphony Orchestra

Watch the speech, click here!

Bringing a group of students? Let us pay for your tickets and transport!

Pathways to Performance funding is available. Have your tickets and/or transport costs paid for! Applications are easy, 
however this performance is in week 5, so get in NOW! Applications due Tuesday 7 February (Term 1 Week 3).

Post-Show Q&A - Submit your questions

Students will have the opportunity to reflect upon and discuss the performance and this year’s IWD theme 
#EmbraceEquity via a post-show Q&A with some of Mackay’s most influential Leaders. Join Mayor Greg Williamson, 
Deputy Mayor Karen May, Director Angela Hayes and Economic Development Manager Teona Cousin for an insightful 
conversation led by your students!

Submit your questions and discussion topics early - email meccsalesandmarketing@mackay.qld.gov.au to submit your 
question/s for consideration. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fCNuPcf8L00
mailto:meccsalesandmarketing%40mackay.qld.gov.au?subject=Post%20Show%20Q%26A%20-%20Misogyny%20Opus
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Saturday 11 March - 7.30pm
Term 1 Week 7
Approximately 120 minutes
Recommended for ages 13+

Queensland Ballet’s production of A Midsummer Night’s Dream offers 
an authentic real world experience for students to experience the 
beauty and splendour of a truly world class ballet company.

Bringing the classic Shakespearian text to a 21st Century audience, 
with universal themes of unrequited love and betrayal, the performance 
offers a poignant focus for study within the context of the QCAA Senior Dance syllabus.

Dance has the profound power to enrich and transform lives, connecting with people of all ages and backgrounds. It plays a 
major role in the development and expression of cultures and communities, both here and around the world.

Performances often combine other artistic disciplines — drama, music, visual arts and media arts — to create a multi-sensory 
aesthetic experience for all audiences.

Queensland Ballet acknowledges the important relationship dance has with other arts subjects, as well as the capacity for 
dance to assist students to develop multi-literacy — particularly kinaesthetic, symbolic, verbal and visual languages. 

Queensland Ballet
A midsummer night’s Dream

Queensland Ballet - Workshops - MARCH
Thursday 9th March        Teacher PD Workshop (Lynette Denny Space)
Friday 10th March           In-school workshops in Mackay and Sarina (Various Schools)
Friday 10th March           Community Dance Class in Sarina 
Saturday 11th March       Community Classes (9am – 3pm) 

For more information or to book for the March workshop dates, head to: 
https://www.queenslandballet.com.au/community/regional-programs/workshops

Queensland Ballet - isaac region workshops - may
Are you a teacher in the Isaac Region? Queensland Ballet are heading your way! 

This free initiative is to help raise community awareness about dance and to enrich lives through ballet. 
The workshops will offer students the chance to develop a connection with Queensland Ballet, foster 
skill development and support lifelong learning through dance.

These free workshops are for any schools in the Isaac Region. No travel necessary - we will come to 
you! Strictly first in first served. 

Coppabella? 
Nebo?

Valkyrie? 

Check this out!

Teachers’ 
Resources
Available!

https://www.queenslandballet.com.au/community/regional-programs/workshops 
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About the author - Kenneth Grahame

Wednesday 10 May -  9.30am and 11.30am
Term 2 Week 4

55 minutes, no interval 
Recommended for students from kindy to Years 1 to 3, 

children and their families

The Wind in the Willows is a delightful story about animal friends, 
Moley, Ratty, Badger and the often-mischievous Mr Toad.

Mr Toad’s insatiable need for speed triggers a daring adventure as he 
discovers motor cars and the thrill of the open road. His friends, 

Ratty, Moley and Badger try to stop his reckless and destructive ways, 
encouraging him to be a sensible Toad.

.With original music and playful whimsical characters, 
The Wind in the Willows is bursting with imagination 

and excitement. This classic story is re-imagined 
for 21st century audiences, focusing on themes of 

friendship.

Featuring a multi-talented cast this heart-warming story 
is perfect for family audiences.

Scottish novelist Kenneth Grahame enjoyed a moderate literary career best known for his children’s 
novel The Wind in the Willows. The characters and stories of Toad, Moley, Ratty and Badger were 
created during nightly bedtime stories for his only child Alastair. His son, nicknamed Mouse, was born 
premature and suffered health issues including blindness in one eye.

Grahame’s home in Berkshire provided the pastoral setting for the stories. He was inspired by human 
characteristics he observed in his son attributing them to Toad’s behaviours. Consequences of Toad’s 
adventures and choices were meant as moral lessons for his son.

After taking early retirement, Kenneth Grahame adapted his bedtime stories into the manuscript that 
was published as The Wind in the Willows in 1908. 

Classroom activities - Being a good friend
Friendship is one of the take-home messages of this play. True friends like you for who you are. They help you talk about 
problems and day to day stresses in your life. They share good times and cheer us up when we are sad. Discuss with your class 
three ways they could be a better friend. What would they do in these situations?

• If they saw someone without lunch?
• If a student was sitting alone during break?
• If someone was mean to a person in their class?
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Becoming a MECC Youth Ambassador is a life-changing 
opportunity. 

Not only do you enjoy special access to arts events, but 
you also gain hands-on experience in performing arts, 
technical productions, and media and marketing. 

Mayor Greg Williamson said the MECC had just opened 
applications for the 2023 Youth Ambassador Program. 

“If you are looking to undertake a career in the arts, media 
or marketing, this is an exciting opportunity” he said. 

“Our MECC Youth Ambassadors have exclusive access 
to workshops and events that link directly to their 
studies,” he said. 

The program has seen great success, with many students 
continuing their studies in the events industry post school.

Youth Ambassador applications close soon!

“We have had a number of Youth Ambassadors successfully apply for the annual Jack Sturgeon Bursary, a $1000 bursary to 
help with the expense associated with tertiary studies”

“One former Youth Ambassador, Eddie Tiller, recently won Mackay Regional Council’s Jason Vassallo Trainee of the Year 
Award” Mayor Greg Williamson continued. 

When asked about her experience as a Youth Ambassador, Eddie Tiller spoke highly of the program. 

“My experience as a Youth Ambassador was amazing, I met like-minded friends – who I would never have met otherwise,” 
she said. 

“My favourite moment was volunteering at a Queensland Museum exhibition. I was able to create lifelike movements with 
animated puppets, it was a lot of fun.” 

After completion of the program, Eddie was successful with an application for employment at the MECC and has since 
completed a Certificate III in Live Production.

Budding performers, singers, dancers, sound designers, lighting technicians, curators, producers, marketers or anyone with 
an interest in the MECC can apply. 

Criteria:
• Must reside in the Mackay Regional Council area 
• Enrolled in grade 10-12 
• Must have parental permission 
• Must be able to attend regular workshops, meetings or training sessions 
• Be willing to positively advocate the MECC and its programs and performances
• Have the support of one teacher at your school who will liaise with the MECC Engagement Officer 
• This is a voluntary position 

All entries must be received by Friday, 3 February 2023. Application forms available from themecc.com.au/schools/youth_
ambassador 

Applications 
close 3 

February!

http://themecc.com.au/schools/youth_ambassador 
http://themecc.com.au/schools/youth_ambassador 
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Those who attended the 2023 MECC Educator’s Launch were spoiled with high tea, goody bags, Sarina Sugar 
Shed chutneys and a pretty fun networking opportunity.

Teachers in attendance enjoyed an in person preview of the upcoming performance, Misogyny Opus - Not Now, Not 
Ever when Karen Jacobsen took the stage to speak of the work behind using Julia Gillard’s iconic speech.

Rumplestiltskin was the word of the day, with those who were quick ofr the mark winning fabulous Yeti prizes! We 
can’t wait to do it all over again, but next time - we might need to make the word of the day a little more difficult...

Thank you to those who came - as we mentioned on the day we truly appreciate the support you all provide towards 
a thriving performing arts community. Thank you from the bottom of our hearts. 

Educator’s Launch - High tea with our VIPs!
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Emerging and professional creatives, arts groups and organisations - do you 
have a vision, a dream, an idea that needs some dollars to get happening?

Regional Arts Development Fund ~ Round 2 is OPEN NOW!  

Closing Wednesday 8 February for projects commencing after Monday 13 
March 2023.

For more information visit www.mackay.qld.gov.au/radf 

Have you ever considered volunteering at the MECC? Join us in 2023!

When you join the Friends as a volunteer you receive the following benefits: 

• Discounted tickets for a wide range of selected shows
• Be the first to know about special offers
• Regular Newsletters including ticket giveaways
• The opportunity to undertake a rewarding community service role
• Gain exclusive access to our Friend of the MECC points reward system

If you are interested in becoming a volunteer, please register to attend the below official training sessions on the following dates:

Tuesday 31 January 2023 - 5pm to complete paperwork for a 6pm start                                                                                                                       
Tuesday 28 February 2023 - 5pm to complete paperwork for a 6pm start

To register please call the Box Office 4961 9777 or email friendsofthemecc@mackay.qld.gov.au

Volunteering - the Friends of the MECC

Regional Arts Development Fund - RADF
Funding available! Emerging and professional creatives!

Attention coffee lovers! Win a 9th lane grind voucher! 
Looking for the perfect way to kick start your year? One lucky teacher 
will win a $50 9th Lane voucher, giving them enough fuel to push 
through those exhausting first few weeks! 

To enter, simply caption this photo and send your entries to 
meccsalesandmarketing@mackay.qld.gov.au

One entry per caption, enter as many times as you like!  Winner will be 
randomly drawn on Tuesday 28 February and contacted via email.

http://www.mackay.qld.gov.au/radf 
mailto:friendsofthemecc%40mackay.qld.gov.au?subject=Registration%20-%202023%20Friends%20Training
mailto:meccsalesandmarketing%40mackay.qld.gov.au?subject=MECC%20Educator%27s%20Newsletter%20%3E%20Caption%20This%21

