
PIONEER VALLEY 
MOUNTAIN BIKE TRAIL

Eungella - Finch Hatton Mountain Bike Trail Town

The development of a world-class network of mountain bike trails in the Pioneer Valley provides 

a unique opportunity to grow the tourism economy and deliver a destination product that has 

extensive economic benefits to Finch Hatton, Eungella and the broader Mackay region.



Case studies
•    Queenstown, New Zealand - 53,000 annual  

     visitors, $27.7 million benefit

•    Derby, Tasmania - 30,000 annual visitors,  

     $15-18 million benefit

•    Rotorua, New Zealand - 102,000 annual visitors, 

     15,400 visitors at one event in 2016

•    Smithfield, Queensland - 33,000 annual visitors, 

     $3.5 million generated through one event.

Outcomes
In 2018, Mackay Regional Council engaged consultants Otium Planning 

and World Trail to investigate how the Mackay region’s mountain bike 

industry could be better enhanced, promoted and managed. The key 

finding was the Pioneer Valley presents great development potential 

for a nationally and internationally recognised mountain bike park. 

Council endorsed further work to explore the feasibility and economic 

impact of the trail development around Eungella and Finch Hatton.  

The study concluded the Pioneer Valley has the potential to offer 

a world-class trail product, providing a brand-new tourism and 

recreation experience that will attract significant new visitation as well 

as build on the outdoor and nature-based strengths of the region. 

Council is committed to take this project to the next stage to deliver 

a world-class trail destination.

Background

Concept

Opportunity

100 km of trails  
26 individual trails  
36 km adventure trail

$18.1M visitor 
spending

15,600 international 
visitor rides

$300,000 annual 
maintenance cost

31,000+ new visitors 

$8.8M - $11.6M 
construction cost 

110.4 FTE jobs

The Mountain Bike Park will be comprised of a 100km network of single direction 

mountain bike trail spanning from Eungella to Finch Hatton in the Pioneer Valley.

The 27 trails will navigate through Australia’s longest stretch of lush subtropical 

rainforest of the Eungella National Park and Crediton State Forest and will provide 

visitors with over three days of world-class riding experiences. The proposed 

network features beginner family-friendly, intermediate/36km wilderness and 

shuttle-accessible gravity trails and a pump track. Both Eungella and Finch Hatton 

will act as trail towns, the key service hubs for the trails, and will offer starting/

finishing points and critical rider services including accommodation and eateries, 

equipment hire, shuttle services and supporting infrastructure. 

Capable of hosting world-class events, the Mountain Bike Park will consist of a 

trail network built to international standards, infrastructure such as trail heads, 

car parking, toiletries and recreation facilities. The construction and supporting 

infrastructure is estimated to cost between $8.8 million and $11.6 million.

When fully operational, the Mountain Bike 
Park is estimated to generate:

•    additional 31,000 annual visitors, including  

     5,000 international riders

•    additional $18M annual economic benefit in 

     the Mackay region

•    additional 110 FTE jobs for the Mackay region

•    significant construction and ongoing job  

     opportunities in ancillary businesses such as  

     accommodation, hospitality, transportation  

     services, tours and tuition

•    improved national and international awareness  

     of Eungella and the Pioneer Valley as a tourism 

     destination

•    opportunity to capture a market segment of  

     one of the fastest growing sports in the world.

The increase in 
regional income 

generated by trail 
users spending over 

a 10-year period 
totals $53.529M. 

The trail network 
will be extremely 

beneficial to 
securing 

signature events 
for the region.



Map

Mackay to Finch Hatton - 63km 

Eungella to Finch Hatton adventure trail - 36km
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