
 

8511 Soft fall rubber surfacing 
REVISION 15/08/14 

8511.1 Introduction 
This supplementary requirement applies to the supply and installation of soft fall rubber surfacing 

to footpaths, playgrounds, etc, as detailed in the project drawings.  The proposed product and 

installation procedure are to be confirmed with the Superintendent. 

8511.2 Referenced Documents 
This supplementary specification shall be read in conjunction with the following: 

• MRS01 “Introduction to Specifications”; 

• MRTS01 “Introduction to Technical Specifications”;  

• Preferred supplier’s specifications; and 

• the project Drawings. 

8511.3 Description of Work 
The following work items are covered by this supplementary specification: 

Task Item No. Description 
Unit of 

Measurement 

8511 Supply and installation of soft fall rubber surfacing, [type] m2 

8511.4 Materials 
All materials supplied under this specification must comply with the requirements of AS/NZS 4422-

1996: Playground Surfacing. 

All top layer treatments shall be constructed from 995mm (width) x 995mm (length) x 20mm 

(depth) tiles.  Tiles are to be manufactured from polymerically bound recycled rubber and ethylene 

propylene diene monomer (M-class) rubber with a minimum density of 700kg/m³. 

All impact attenuation zone thickness increases shall be constructed from 1m (width) x 1m (length) 

tiles.  Tiles are to be manufactured from polymerically bound recycled rubber and polystyrene with 

a minimum density of 450kg/m³, with a depth generated from the critical fall height analysis specific 

to the location and equipment being considered. 

The design of the soft fall rubber surfacing must consider, but not be limited to: 

• sub-base 

• materials 

• slip resistance 

• fire resistance 

• impact absorbency 

• critical fall height analysis 



 

• fall zones 

• colour 

• permanency of colour 

• wearability and maintenance in use 

• UV exposure and atmospheric temperature 

8511.5 Construction 
The construction procedure for the installation of the soft fall surfacing shall be in accordance with 

the manufacturer’s specifications, and the construction procedures shall be submitted to the 

Superintendent for approval, prior to installation. 

However, specific note is given for consideration of the following items, as part of the installation: 

• The need for sub-surface drainage installations shall be considered based on the 

permeability of the subgrade material on site and the grade of the surrounding land; 

• All base construction is to be undertaken using non-cohesive granular materials to the 

depth specified by the manufacturer, and compacted in accordance with the requirements 

of MRTS04; 

• All soft fall surfacing shall be installed using an adhesive applied between adjacent soft fall 

tile, to the manufacturer’s specifications; and 

• All rubber soft fall surfacing shall be installed with an edge system, in accordance with 

Council Standard Drawing A4-421. 

8511.6 Work Operations 
Work Operations incorporated in these items include: 

a) Work operations included in Clause 2.1.5 of MRS01 “Introduction to Specifications”; 

b) Supply of all materials; 

c) Preparation of surface and bedding according to the manufacturer’s requirements; 

d) Installation of soft fall surfacing, in accordance with details provided on the project 

drawings, and to the manufacturer’s specification and Superintendent’s approval; and 

e) Testing for conformity with construction procedures and specifications. 

8511.7 Measurement and Payment 
Work operations listed above for soft fall surfacing shall be claimed per square metre installed, 

under the items stated in Clause 8511.3.  Any works associated with replacement of non-

conforming material and/or construction procedures shall be at no cost to the Principal. 


