Mackay Regional Council
Natural Environment Advisory Committee
MINUTES OF MEETING
1.00pm, Thursday, 3rd November, 2016
Venue: Council Chambers

Attendance: Cr Camm (Committee Chair and Councillor Representative), Cr Gee (Councillor Representative), Lisa Kermode (Natural Environment Coordinator), Peter
Owen (Manager Parks and Environment), Matthew Newland (Community Representative), Margaret Lane (Pioneer Catchment and Landcare Group Representative),
Shelley Molloy (Mackay Regional Pest Management Group Representative), Katrina Dent (Reef Catchments Proxy Representative).

Apologies:
Caitlin Davies (Community Representative), Rob Cocco (Reef Catchments Representative), Gerard Carlyon (Director Development Services),
Carolyn Sandral (Community Representative), Lara Mathewson (Sarina Landcare Catchment Management Association Representative).

ITEMS

COMMENTS

ACTION / RECOMENDATION



1.0 Welcome and introductions

As this meeting was the first meeting with the new
Councillors, the Committee Chair welcomed everyone to
the meeting and introduced herself. Committee members
introduced themselves and highlighted their areas of
interests.



2.0 Confirmation of minutes

The minutes of the previous meeting held 9 March 2016
were confirmed as true and correct – Moved Lisa
Kermode, Seconded Margaret Lane.



3.0 Councillor update on the
acceptance of the minutes by
Council



4.0
Business arising from the
previous minutes

DATE TO BE
COMPLETED

th

The March 2016 meeting minutes were accepted by the
th
Economic Development and Planning Committee on 11
May 2016.
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ITEMS


4.1 Action list review



5.0 Presentations



5.1 Sustainability Strategy Review

COMMENTS

ACTION / RECOMENDATION

DATE TO BE
COMPLETED

The action list was reviewed and updated.

Tim Ey, Council’s new Sustainability Officer presented an
overview of the Sustainability Strategy review process.
Council’s existing strategy is not well known and lacks
targets. Cr Karen May will be Council’s sustainability
representative and the project is due to be completed by
June 2017.
ICLEI’s 10 Agendas for Sustainable
Development will be used as a framework for the strategy
which will set the long-term direction for sustainability
across council and will result in improved efficiencies,
reduced costs and embed sustainability performance
reporting as standard practice across the organisation.

Tim will provide information to PCL for an article in
their newsletter about the Sustainability Strategy.

Katrina advised a Climate Sustainability Plan is currently
being produced by Reef Catchments.


6.0 General Business



6.1 Communications

Highlights from recent communications include:
Interpretive signage – 3 signs installed at Slade Point
Reserve, 1 sign installed at Shellgrit Creek, 2 signs installed
at Landings Rd.
Media – Local Coastal Plan release, National Tree Day
school and community activities, Pest fish (cichlids) found
in the Gooseponds, Bean Bag bean clean up at Slade Point,
Gooseponds fishway remediation downstream of Willets
Rd, upstream of Malcomson St and at Old Evans Avenue,
Mackay Regional Council winning the QLD Sustainable City
Award, school holiday Coastcare activity at Bucasia Beach,
Great Northern Clean up event, the 19 year old ‘message
in a bottle’ found at Sarina Beach, new beach accesses
installed at Far Beach and Grasstree Beach, ‘ the Wave’
sculpture funded through the Green Arts Grants which was
exhibited at the Beach Horse Races and the Parks and

It is recommended that council consider installing
interpretive signage regarding local birds (not
shorebirds) at Sandfly Creek Environmental
Reserve to assist with bird identification and
awareness raising.
It is recommended that council consider installing
interpretive signage at the Gooseponds,
particularly regarding the importance of remnant
vegetation.
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DATE TO BE
COMPLETED

Environment display at the Mackay Show.
Sue from the MNEC nursery has also undertaken a regular
sustainable gardening slot on ABC radio.
There was also media coverage of the Lamberts Beach
Lookout Project. This project is not funded through the
Natural Environment Levy, but there is scope for
involvement in interpretive signage and advice on
appropriate planting choices.


6.2 Green Army update

The coastal team started in February and finished up in
September. The team worked at Sandfly Creek
Environmental Reserve, Bucasia Beach and Town and Far
Beach undertaking a variety of tasks including debris
removal, seed collecting, and weed control. The team also
propagated nearly 10,000 plants, assisted with a fauna
trapping project and helped out on National Tree Day.
The riparian team worked from January to August on a
variety of sites undertaking weed control and planting
work. The team also set up a bush tucker walk at the
Botanic Gardens, and used macroinvertebrates as
bioindicators for water quality.
Our current riparian team is due to finish at Christmas
time and is busy controlling weeds on their key sites. They
also recently helped with the polystyrene ball clean up and
had a presentation on Indigenous Culture delivered by two
local elders.
Council submitted a round 5 application for 15 additional
teams over three years.



6.3 Land Acquisition



6.4 Environmental Grant
applications

Update provided as per action list.
10 applications were received for the August funding

The committee recommends that the following
projects be supported:
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round.



There were issues with budgets for some projects, and 2
submissions did not meet the funding criteria. Feedback
will be provided.

Conservation Volunteers Australia, $5,000
for works at Andergrove Woodlands



Conservation Volunteers Australia, 5,000
for works at the Gooseponds



Conservation Volunteers Australia, $5,000
for work at Sandfly Creek Environmental
Reserve

The committee recommended funding 3 projects for a
total of $15,000 with $10,000 remaining for allocation in
the February funding round.

DATE TO BE
COMPLETED

Regarding the Gooseponds project, priority should be
given to working in the remnant revegetation around
Willets Rd and Malcomson St. This could be considered in
future budget preparation.


6.5 Beach Plan Reviews
Council requested that beach plans for Blacks Beach,
Bucasia, Midge Point and Grasstree Beach be reviewed.
Reef Catchments was engaged to update the plans. They
are now Local Coastal Plans. The presentation style and
layout has been updated and contains more photos,
infographics, diagrams and maps. Additional information
has been provided on coastal processes, the role of dune
vegetation, statutory obligations and coastal erosion. The
plans now incorporate recreational opportunities and
there are additional appendices. Community consultation
is underway with community events to be held at Bucasia
th
Beach this Saturday (5 November) and at Grasstree
th
Beach and Blacks Beach on Sunday 13 November.
Members and stakeholder groups are encouraged to
provide feedback. The plans and surveys are available
from the Connecting Mackay website. Consultation closes
nd
on December 2 .



6.6 Shorebirds at Shellgrit Creek

Margaret Lane tabled a proposal on behalf of Birdlife
Mackay to prohibit dogs from Shellgrit Creek due to
concerns regarding shorebird disturbance. A walkway to

Reef Catchments will contact the Federal
Government regarding funding for future Local
Coastal Plans.

Crs Gee and Camm will raise this proposal at the
next Planning and Economic Development
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7.0 Financial Report

COMMENTS

ACTION / RECOMENDATION

the beach and viewing platform are also proposed to help
raise awareness and promote the area as a potential
ecotourism site.

Committee meeting, with a view to further
investigation being undertaken.

DATE TO BE
COMPLETED

The financial report was tabled and discussed. The levy
has been reduced by 20% (no allocation to the land
acquisition fund this financial year). Surplus funds are no
longer available, and there have been budget reductions
across many projects.
At the end of October,
approximately 50% of the budget was spent or committed.
It was noted that with the Council election and the delay in
scheduling a meeting, the budget was passed without
being presented to NEAC prior to adoption.



8.0 Other Business

1.0 Following on from discussion regarding exhibition of
‘the wave’ sculpture, the chair raised the issue of litter
following the Beach Horse Races at Harbour Beach.
Discussion followed regarding the Grasstree Beach races.
2.0 Andergrove Woodlands Estate.
discuss this with Margaret Lane.

It is recommended that Council review bond fees
for activities in natural areas with a view to
increasing bonds to enable costs of environmental
damage to be recovered as required.

Peter will further

3.0 Landcare support funding. Margaret Lane requested
a meeting with the chair
4.0 Floral emblem. Margaret noted that SGAP will be
recommending a floral emblem for Mackay. A faunal
emblem was discussed – the Eungella Honeyeater.
5.0
Reef Catchments will be hosting the Queensland
Coastal Conference in September 2017 at Lure in Airlie
Beach.

Meeting closed 3.15pm
Next meeting: TBA
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